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(1) 
EPISTOLA AD ANGLOS. 


BEING AN 


INTRODUCTION 


Larger Treatiſe 
MYSTERIES 


Chaſtian Religion, 


Ecauſe Ada fell out of both Pride and Covetouſ- 
neſs, or defire of the World ; and becauſe all his 
Childreo, who bare his ' earthly Image, Ger. 5. 3. 
1 Cor. 15. 49. fall after the ſame manner, Roms, 3. 

23. from Chriſt”s Heavenly Image, in Love and Humility, 
Matth, 11. 29. Theſe Two Vices are become the heredi- 
tary original Sin of Man ; 'whence all Men naturally 
covet Greatnes and Richeſs as their greateſt Happineſs. 
So that Greatneſs and Riches being what they moſt covet, 
and ſet the greateſt value and eſtimation upon, it isno 
wonder at allif they make them the chief end of their Stu- 
dies and Labours ; and therefore regard not the end of the 
Sciences Which they Study and 'Profeſs, and conſequently 
neglect (if what Chriſt faith, Mtrh. 6. 24, That the Man 
who ſerves two Maſters at once, defpiſeth one when he waits up- 
on the other, be true) the means conducing -to it. From 
| A 2 whence 
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(2) 
whenceit comes to paſs that both Maſters and Echolars 
performing their Exercifes very perfunQorily, and bur 
Pro forma only ; not oaly $al{ ſhort at firlt of the end of 
that Science, which they are pretenders t2, - but allo by 
little and little come toforget what are its end and its pro» 
per means, and to miſtake thoſe they do make uf of 
tor the true ones ; ſo that by degrees the end and 
the means became unkgown ; true Knowledge is loſt at 
laſt;and new Fancies are ſet up and continue 1a their room. 

This, as upon a ſctious and due Conſideration it will 
be found true enough of all real Sciences, ſo it proves but 
eco true of Divinity it felt, For I ſzy and affirm, That 
becauleits Profeſſors apply themſelves to the ſame, out of 
the Love of Greataeſs and Riches, ' or Preferment, and ſo 
regard not its end,and therefore neglect the means requiſite 
tocompals.it, they knaw; neither what its end (which is 
the knowletge $God o $ilvatiqn) coaliſts 3n);" Bor what 
arethe means proper and conducing to that end; and ſo 
know not:Religion or Divinity, which are the known 
means of the knowledge of / God and of Salvation. ſay 
here Religion or Divinityz;: becauſe. as the knowledge of 
God ard Salvationis onething,, 1hs kxowtedge of God being, 
{aich Chriſt, John 179.3. Salvation xt ſelf. So Divinity, 
whichis the means of the-faid knowledge, and Religion, 
which isthe means of Man's Salvation, being means of but 
one thing, '2fe. but one and the ſame thing, and fo ſhall be 
hereafter uſed promiſtuoutly. 12: H1 bg «(1511522 = 

Fhis their Ignorance 04 What God?s IKnowted ze or Sal. 
wtioq;and of wiint Divinity. or :Retigion conſiſts. in, aps 
pears from the words of Chriſt, John 17. 25. who affirms, 
That worldly mn;{uch as theſe are, know xot God': And from 
the: variety. of Qunions wllich they havear this.time con- 
cexnimngthis: Fort all the Men that know. a thing agree 
abopt 1t, - ot have hut one andthe fime Conceit or Notion 
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of it, as Plato hath ſaid and ſhewed, their different Opini- 
ons and Diſſent abovt theſe Two (Salvation and Religion) 
is a certain Evidence of their Ignorance of them : Bulides 
the word Opinion alone implies Ignorance : He that knows, 
being, no more carrie4 away by Conceits and Fancies, or 
Opinions, but appretending all things jult as they are in 
themſelves, he believes them to be ſo, not becaule he con- 
ceives {o, or hath heard that itis ſo; but becauſe he {ces 
plainly and underſtands perteQtly per canſ.cs, ©r good Rea- 
{ons, that the things are really ſuch, Johz 4. 42. Prov. 21. 
28. Now what Profeſſed Divines have ſuch an underſtand- 
ing and knowledge of Salvation, and of Religion as this 
is, I know not : though many,chicfly amongſt the Quakers, 
have ſo good an Opimon of their Light, and of themſelves, 
as to be per{ſwaded that they alone are the people thar have 
engroſſed Wiſdom, or all the Knowled 3e of God, and of 
the pure Religion, Fob12. 2. If they have, let them ſhew 
it, by making out the hidden Myſteries of God's Knows- 
ledge ; for both their Faith and Knowledge is to be ſhewed 
by their Fruits, Match. 7. 29 Jam. 2.18 But if the Scrip- 
turebe true, they know not what theſe things are ; for the 
Scnpture teacheth us,\Thit Salvation is to know God,and him 
whom he hath ſent, and conſiſteth in Knowledge : and that 
the means to know-God, is ts ſear him, by doing his Will, 
and dying therefore fo much ro our own Will,as to abſtain 
from a!i Pride, Covetouſneſs, and Envy, and all orher 
evil Luſts and Deſires of the Fleſh, and as to ſeek the King- 
dom of Gd and its Righreouſneſs, that we may'have - his 
Knowledge, and all other things with ir, Marth. 6 33: 
Whereas theſe Preach and Writeas though Salvation were 
but to be 1n a glorious Place, and as though a Sou!, even 
without knowledge, were happy by admitrance thereinto:: 
that is to ſay, as though-Heaven-and Hell were local; 
And as they make God &- Kriowledge different from Salva. 
tion, 
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tion, ſo rhey make the means of God's -Knowledge quite 
another thing than the means of Salvation, - and. then the 
Scriptures make them, to wit, . good Natural: Parts, . and 


which things the Scripture diſowns, as we ſhall ſee hereaf- 
ter. 

But if it be ſo, that is, Iſthe means of Salvation be quite 
other things than theſe ; and it they and Salvation i ſelf be 
an unknown thing ; and it concerns us to learn the way to 
Lite Eternal, it is well worth our while to hear and to en- 
quire what the Scriptures ſay of them, and what both Sal- 
vation and its means, Religion, are. 

Salvation, Eternal Life,or the Kingdom of God,or of Hea- 
ven;for theſe are all one thing,as it appears from 2atth.1r. 
£1--13.11. conferr'd with Mark 4.11. and Euke 7.28--8.10. 
is to know, ſaith Chriſt, John 17.3. God, and him whom he 
hath ſznt ; or conſiſteth in the true Knowledge of God, or 
Wiſdom, according to the Scriptures, 1 Tim. 2.4. Matth. 
23. 13. conferr'd with Luke 11, 52. Andas even the 
Heathen - Philoſophers acknowledge, - who unanimouſly 
make Wiſdom the Symmaun Bonum ; and the way to it 


a Purification from all that defiles the Soul. 
be ſo indeed, that is, Knowledge or Wiſdom mult be Man's 
Summnm Bonum; if the end for which Flankind was created 
be Wiſdom ; and if ,Wiſdom be his Reſt, or the Nonplw 
«ltre of his ſtate of Pexfeftion.' 1. That Wiſdom is the 
end for which Man was created,is coafefſed on all hands,by 


might know the Wonders of the great Wiſdom of God 
(which he cannot do without being filPd with all Wiſdom) 
thereby to be raviſhed with Joy and Admiration, like the 
Queen of Sheba,' x King 10.5. at the tiegwmy of them : 
there being nothing fo ſweet as the New Diſcoveries, _ 

the 


20ing to School to. earnof the Dottors and their Books ;: 


Sileace ; Abſtratio ab externis, or inward RecolleCtion with. 
And it muſt 


owning (what all Setts do) That he was created that he - 
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($5) 
the taſte of true knowledge; and thus become partakers of 
God's own Summum Bonum : Diviſum Imperium cum Jove 
Czſar habet : All thofe that Chriſt hath made Kings and 
Prieſts to God his Father, Revel. 1. 6. both partake of 
God's Nature, 2 Per. 1, 4. and ſbare the Kingdom with God, 
Revel. 2. 26,27. with 3.21. 

And Secondly, Wiſdom is the Nonplus ultra, or reſt, or 
perfeCt ſtate of Mankind; for in that ſtate (of Wiſdom) 
God himſelf who cannot err, pronounced him very Good, 
Gen. 1. 31. in Latine, Surme Boxwe , which word, as it 
excludes all defett and imperfeQion, it implies his perfect 
State, and that he had attained by thus being very good tv 
his gm PerfeCtion, or higheſt degree of Bliſs he 
could ever pretend to. And that Wiſdom was the ſtate 
in which he was pronounced and declared very Good, I 
prove thus : The ſtate in which God declares him 
very Good, is the very ſame ſtate as God created him 
in; but he was created after the Imaze of God, v. 27. 
Which Image conſiſts, ſaith Pauh in Knowledge, Colo. 3. 
10, and Rightenu/neſs, Epheſ 4. 24. both which make 

up _—_ one thing, which .is .trus Wiſdom ; _ Wit- 
{ dom being not a bare Theory, as ſhall be ſhewed : 
Therefore he was created in Wiſdom ,a'2d ſo Wiſdom is the 
| ſtate in which he was ſaid very Good or Perfeft, or his 
| ſtate of PerfeQion. But this was ſaid of Adem, and what 
1s it to the reſt of Mankind ? Some will argue. It is full as 
_ | muchtothemas to him,. I anſwer. Becauſe the purpoſe 
! of God is till, that Man ſhould be ſuch : for God being for 
; ever both all Wiſe and Almighty, his Purpoſe ſtands, faith 
| St, Paul ;. though Man did not ſtand himſelf ; and his Gifts 

and his Calling being without Repentance, Rom. 11. 29. 
| His Will is that his Good Gift, whereof ſee Marth. 7. 4- 
| Lute 1x, x3. or Donative, which he madeto Man ſhould 

continue ſtill ; that Mankind by being Wiſe,or as Gods,Ger. 
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(6) 
3.5. ſhould be ſaved, 1 Tim. 2. 4. or made again very 
ood and perfett, as 4dam was, and even as his Father, 
which is in Heaven, ſaith Chriſt, Match. 5, 48. Therefote 
in the Epheſians 4.13. andinthe Hebrews 11, 40. St. Panl 
taking this thing tor granted, ſaith, That the Saints he ſpeaks 
of, v. 12. who ave tobe perfetted or ſaved, will all of then 
come unto a Perſect Man, and even to rhe meaſure of the 
full itature of Chriſt, who is yet far more perfett than the 
firſt Man ever was ; Whence he became the Author of Eter+ 
nal Salvation or Perfection in others, Heb. 5. 9 Having beea 
ſubſtitured in the place of the firit Man, that be might mend 
and redreſs all that he had done amils ; and reſtore all things 
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againto that ſtate of PerfeQion which both he (the firſt | 
Adam) and the World with him fell trom, Rom. 8. 20, 21. | 
and fo be himſelt Adam, that is, the right man who i: the . 


true Father of Mankind ; begetting Mankind: a new by his 
Spirit of Wiſdom, 1x Cor. 15. 45. ' Therefore it is that he is 


called the ſecond Adm, and that St Paul ſaith, that all the | 


Saints ſhall bear his Image,v.49. and not that of the firſt man, 
Chrift adds tothis in Matthew 5.48. ſaying, be therefore per. 
felt even as your heavenly Father himſelf « perfef, Hence, 


ſeeing the PerfeQion or the full Statureof Chrilt is the fame ' 


(and greater to ) as the firſt man Adam was at firſt creatct 
in, and conſiſteth in Wiſdom ; and ſeeing that we mufl 


VT nam. > 


come toit in being ſaved; it-follows that we muſt come ire | 


Wiſdom to be ſaved, and that Wildoins rhe reſt. or Perte- 
Qtion of Mankind,bey ond which he cannot gogror be furthe! 
exalted. And by a conſequence drawn « c9ntrariv from this 
it follows that T2norance is' the ſumnmm rdlam, Hell; v 


the moſt imperfect fad and difmal State :of Mankind: 24; 


deople are\deftroyet for lack . of Kyonlenge, Jay. the Prophiers 
Ja. 5.13; Hof. 4.6. Ofwhich Ignorance of his;beeiiſe/i 


puts him'/m mind of the'Defſpicableneſs,Ndkedneſs, and Mi- | 


fery his fall hath reduced him to... Rev, 5. 17. hecannoea 


bid: | 
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3bide to hear without ſome ſhame and horror ; and there- 
fore no Mancan bear to be called ignorant, or a Fool with- 
our Avger. But of this Summur Malum, we are cured or 
healed by Underftanding faith Chriit, Marth. 13, 15. for he 
brings along with him ſuch healing in his Wings, Mal 4. 2, 
25a good Underſtanding, 1 John 5. 27. to cure us of our 
poke brutiſh Ignorance of God. Salvation being nothing 
but a Cure, and arifing from the deadly Lethargy 
which Man is fallen :into, Gez. 2. 21-5. 3. 1 Cor, 15. 49. 
Rom. 3, 23. Job 11.12, To the light of Life, that ts 
eternal Life, proceeding from the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs, which Light is the Life of Man, John 1.4. And by 
that Light or Knowledge which he brings we are ſaved or made 
Juſt, Tſai 53.11--11.9, Thatis to ſay,Righteous and Good, 
or Perfect ; Salvation or PerfeQtion ; being Righteouſneſs 
itſelf, Row. 14.17. Andby Knowledge, Grace,and Peace, 
or the Righteouſneſs and Peace which the Kingdom of 
Heaven and Salvation conſiſts in, are' multiplied within 
us, 2 Pet.1. 2, Luke 17. 11. Whence we bave ſome Pro» 
miſesof being fed with Knowledge, Jer. 3.15. And that 
Chriſt ſhould be a Light, who by giving that Knowledge 
which Lake 1. 77. calls on this. account, The Knowledge 
Selvation, or by opening the blind Eyes, and bringing ont of 
Priſon them that fit there in darkneſs and in the ſbadow of 
of Death, would ſave the Jews and Gentiles, Tia. 49. 6--42. 6, 
As 26.18. Luke1. 79, Wherefore St. Paul calls the 
Light the Inheritance of Saints, Colofl. i. 12. being what 
God promiſed Abrahaw's Seed ſhould inherit, As 1. 4, 5. 
Luke24. 49. And St. Fohn 1. 4. faith,that their Life is the 
Light they have in them. For which Reaſon the Scrip- 
tures call them the Children of Light ; and Eternal Death 
or Hell they entitle outward Darkneſs, as being oppoſed to 
the Light of the Kingdom of God in the Sonl of Man, Luke 
17.21, Though Hell be ſomething beſides Darkneſs, to 

B wit, 


(8) 
wit, the gnaſhing of Teeth, by reaſon of the gaawing and 
corroding of the Worm, or of a ſharp, auſtere, grim and 
dark Fire for ever. O houſe of Jacob come ye aud let ws walk 
inthe Light, er True Kxowleage of the Lord, ſaith the Pro- 
phet 1/aiah 2. 5, 42.6. 

Note, by the by: All the Sefts which have no more Knowledge 


of God than the Papilts have, are as like the Church of 
Chrif,as the Kingdom of Darkneſs is like the Kingdom of 


God. Wo beto thee Chorazin; Wo be tothee Beth/ar- 
ax | Forifthe Papiffs could hear, and were permitted 
toread what you may both read and hear,to wit, what 
Salvation and Religion conſiſt in, they would give 
over mumbling of their Beads, and caſting off their Fry- 
ers Hoeds,Surplices, &c. embrace and follow the means 
of Wiſdom and Salvation at another rate than you ao. 


Now this Light or this Knowledge, which Salvation | 
conſiſts in, is not a Knowledge in part ; nor that great heap 
of Notions, fine Fancies, Precepts and Rules which many + 


Ingenious Men gather from other Mens Books, or bring 
forth of their own Heads ; but it is Wiſdom it ſelf, or the 


knowledge of all Truth : Wiſdom being properly an Uni- | 
verſal Knowledge, or a Light that ſhews all things, Gurdes | 


a maz intoall truth, John 16. 13. andmakesall things ma« 


4 


nifeſt. It is nota bare Noſce te ipſum,or the Know ledge of ' 


thy ſelf, nay ofthe World, that conſtitutes the Wiſdom 
which makes our Salvation,but the true Knowledge of God 
and of Jeſus whom he ſends, As 3. 19, 20. Becauſe God 
being in all, and through all, and beyond all the Heavens 
Circumference, Eph. 4.6. 1 Kngs 8.27. and all having 


its being in, and out of God himſelf, Ads 17. 28. Nature 


being as it werea Naſcitnrs Dei, or God bringing forth a 
part of himſelf out of himſelf, God comprehends all Beings, 
Exod. 3.15, And ſo his Knowledge allo includes all other 
Know- 
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Knowledge, not only that of himſelf, and of all the Myſte- 
ries of the Kingdom of Heaven, but much more that of 
the World, ſince it is but as it were an Epitome of God ; 
which beſides is felt and feen, Jeb. 3. 12, 

Chriſt adds, John 17. 3. unto the Knowledge of God, 
that of Jeſus Chriſt, as being ſent to refreſh or comfort,and 
perteCt Men, As 3. 19, 20. John 14.18. Becauſe Chriſt 
being the Light both of God and of the World, which, like 
the Suriin the World, both enlighteneth and ſtrengtheneth, 
and brings Life to Perfection, {o tempering, allaying, and 
mitigating the force and fierceneſs of the Fire (which is the 
Father of Life, giving Life its beginning ora principle of 
Motion) that it turns the Wrathful Ardor of God the Fa- 
ther (for the Father by himſelf, without the Light of 
the Son, is a conſuming. Fire, from whence he calls 
himſelf ſo, and an Angry Jealous God, vis. in the 
Creatures only, and by no means in himſelf; for God 
is Qyatenus God, that is, Three Perſons in One, nothing 
but Light, Love, Meckneſs, Joy, and the' Summum Bonum) 
into a pleaſant Being or Refrigeratory ; thus bringing to 
PerfeCtion the anxious Firy Soul, or the Life of x Soul 
which the Father had begun ; it behoves us to know him 
for ſuch Savior, that is, tor him that enlighteneth, comfort- 
eth,and perfeQeth and brings to a plealant reſt, the anxious 
Firy Souls, by introducing his Light into their Fire, which 
is the Life and Father thereof. 

Now this Knowledge of the Truth which ſaves Man, 
1 Tim, 2. 4. faves him, faith Chriſt, Fohn 8. 32, 34. Revel, 
2. 26. by freeing him trom his Luſts, and the Slavery of 
Sin, But to be freed he muſt fight againſt them, and 
overcome, that by his overcoming he might Reign Vito» 
rious, Revel. 3.21. (that is an abſolute King, who hath 
all at his command that his Kingdom can afford) in God, 
who is the fulneſs of all things, 1n all places ſoever, m__ 
B 2 uc 


( 10 ) 
ſuch Man is, or finds himſelf when he dies, P/al. 73. 25. 
ſo that he hath where he is, without changing his old place 
to come into a new one, all Pleaſures for evermore. It be- 
ing nonſence to think that the Kingcom of God is in a parti= 
cular place : For this World ſhall paſs away, and when this 
Body dies, the World diſappeareth, or dies allo to the Souls 
(underſtand the Bleſſed Souls) leaving nothing about them 
but God, the infinite Space, who therefore, as infinite, ad- 
mit neither quantity, nor time, nor ubiquity. I ſay, that 
Man muſt fight and overcome to be freed : For, as I ſaid, 
Wiſdom, or the Knowledge that makes Free, is not a meer 
paſſive Theory, or bare Notion, but altogether aCtive : 
For, as one hath defin'd it, Wiſdom is Lumen mentis (it not 
rather Mens ip/a, which Chriſt reſtores to the Soul, x John 
5 20.) Clare prelucens tribus illis facultatibus que ſimul con- 

ituunt humanam creaturam : Which Three are, [ntelleFms, 
Voluntas, & Animus. That is, A Light ſhining firſt to the 
Intelle&, to ſee, or perceive, and underſtand in ſeeing and 
in hearing, Marth, 13.14. every thing perfeQtly - next to 
the Will ; directing and _— him to chuſe or determi- 
nate it ſ{elf,to deſire and appete only what thelntellect ſhews 
him to be very good : And laftly, tothe Courage, that is 
to the power, force and vertue of the Soul, ſtrengthening 
or enabling it toreduce into Practice, and to follow and 
perform: thoſe things the Underſtanding hath ſhewed to be 
very good, and which the Will defires, appetes, and chu- 
ſeth for ſuch. Asall things are matured,or ripened and per- 
feced by the ſtrength of the Light of the Sun atting 
in them : So Wiſdom is compleated, and the Soul is perfe- 
ted by the power and the ſtrength of its Light, to att and 
do what it knows fit to be done. A Man's Wiſdom is 
known in theWorld by his Actions : Whence,faith St. James, 
I will ſhew thee my Faith by my Works : That is, I will ſhew 
thee by them my Knowledge of God ; becauſe Inte/liger e 


being 
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(mn) 
being ipſum credere, as Triſmegiſius affirms, Faith is an 
Linderſtanding, or «» Evidence, ſaith Paul, Heb 11.1. of 
things not ſeen with the Eye, which therefore are evident or 
as manifeſt to us as if we ſaw and felt them : So that being 
convinced of their Truth, we believe them, and live ac- 
cording to that Conviltion, doing all that is fit to make us 
capable of the enjoyment of them. Like the Man in the 
Goſpel, who underſtanding tull well, that there was a great 
Treaſure hidden in a Neighbours Field, fold all things, 
parted with all that he had to purchaſe it. Therefore, the 
Juſt, faith St- Paul,lives by Faith, like Abraham,who would 
not take any thing, becauſe he knew that it is God's Bleſſing 
makes a Man Rich, Gez. 14. 23. and relied on him for it : 
And like Ezoch, who walked as having God in his ſight, 
Chap.5. 24. and the Prophet E/;jh, _ ſaid, As the Lora 
liveth,whom I have ſtill preſent, or before whom I ſtand,1 Kings 
I7. 1--18. 15. and endeavour to pleaſe to, like a Courtt- 
er before him whom he looks for Favour, and expects his 
Fortune from. - The Faith that ſaves Man, is not an hiſto- 
ricaf Belief of Chrift being the Saviour of the World, - and 
of his Death, Paſſion, and ReſurrefQtion ; but a doing and 
_—_— the things that he-bids us do, viz. to deny our ſelves, 
and die with him our: ſelves to all the Lufts of the Fleſh. For 
he believes not in One, . who afts point blank contrary to 
what he ſaith and preſcribes, and takes quite another way 
than that he ſheweth and teacheth. Not the bare Notion 
of God, but Righteouſneſs and Power makes the Salvation 
of Man, or conſtitute' God's Kingdom, Rom. 4. 17. 1 Cer. 
4.20. And Righteouſneſs and Knowledge reform us to 
God's Image, andare that Knowledge of God which makes 
our Salvation,and conſtitutes true Wiſdom. Todo Judge- 
ment and Juſtice, is'to kzow we, ſaith the Lord," Ferem. 22. 
15,16. And contrarywiſe todo evil, and forbear to do 
good Works, is not to know God,Chap. 9. 3. 1 Sem. 2 12. 
Having 
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Faving ſeen thas the Kingdom of God, or the Salvation 
of Manconſifts in Wiſdom ; and allo the Q#i4, or what 
Wiſdom or God's Knowledge is : Iris time toenquire the 
Per quia, or by what means it comes and is obtained, The 
Scriptures ſay, T7 hat Wiſdom is God's Gift ; that he ſends it, 
and that ont of his Mouth comes Knowledge andUnderſtanding, 
Proy. 2.6. Job 32.8, \ James 1. 5,17. -For indeed noother 
thing bnt the Inſpiration or Breath of the Almighty, the 
SpiraculumVite,which he breathed at firſt into the firſt Mans 
Noſtrils, Ge, 2.7. and is the Lamp of the Lord, Prov.20. 
27. canreform Mankind again to God's Image in Know- 
ledge ; or give him that Breath of Lite which his Fall bereft 
him of, The Text faith, Ni/chmeh Chajim ; that is to ſay, 
Breath of Lives, becauſe when Man is born again of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, he lives of a threefold Life, to wit, Divine, Natu- 
ral, and that which he hath common with the Beaſts, from 
the Spirit ofthe World, and from the Stars. Now, what 
can that Breath of God be but his Holy Spirit, who is the 
good Gift of God, Luke 11. 13. with Matrh. 7 11, which 
he beftows on Mankind. To guide him into all Truth, John 
16.13. Andto teach bim all things, Chap. 14. 26. both 
Natural and Divine ; the word ef comprehending Omnis 
Scibilia,and chicfly natural things, as being E#:34x, that is, 
ſtagding more open and expoſed to our Senſes and Contem- 
plation, John. 3.12. Rom. 1. 20. than the Divine Myſte- 
ries. For in this Spirit conſiſts the Kingdom of God it ſelf, 
Chap. 14. 7. or Salvation or Wiſdem ; and without him, 
Man remains {till in his outward Darkneſs, is {till a natural 
Man, J-b 11.12. Whoſe Reaſoncannot fathom either the 
things of Nature or of the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 2. 14, 
till, by being born again of Water, he becomes fit for the 
Birth of this Spirit ; which makes him again, of that brutiſh 
Man he was become, an Angelical Creature, Lake 26. 36. 
or as Wile as the Angels,and Ada before he tell. ——_— 
when 
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when Chriſt (the expreſs Image of God, Heb. x. 4.) tance to 

Mian In, he breathed on his Diſciples 
(they that learn of tum) ying, Receivege the HolyGhoſt, Joh. 
20. 22. toſhew us that he faves Man, by aſpiring into 
him the ſame former Breath which God' breathed into his 
Noftrils; this Inſpiration being the only means of Wiſdom, 
which he really gives to him ; and not as the Pricfts of 
Rome do when they Baptize Children,or rather when they 
Ape Chriſt (by repeating of his words, and afting this 
part of his Hiſtory) un the Baptiſm. 

There is a Spirit in Man which is, like a ſmoaking Flax, fit 
to catch at this new Flame : and the Inſpiration of the Al- 
mighty, faith one of Job's Friends, Job 32: 8.is that which 
gives Man Light or Underftanding. And becauſe it is 
God's Gift, thereforeall the True Chriſtians are ſaid to be 
Taught of God, John 6.45. and to be made by Chriſt 
Prieſts, x Per.2. 5. Rewel. x. 6.that is, able to teach them» 
ſelves : For Teaching under the Law was the Office of the 
Prieſts, Ezek. 44. 23. Mal. 2. 79. Whence Chriſt ſaith, 
Matth. 23. 10. That they have bat one Maſter; to wit, 
himſelf, Then when they have received this Spirit,and not 
before, they arethe Anointed ones, that is, True Chriſti- 
ans indeed; for it is the true Unttion, or the true Oyl of 
Gladneſs, whereof that which Kings and. Prieſts were of 
old Anointed with, was a Sign or Sacrament;becauſe Oyl is 
all Spirit,or the moſt Spiritual part of all Concretes in the 
World. And are faid to kvow at things, x John 2. 20. 
and not to need to be taught any _ of any Man, verſe 
29, So that they need not Travel from home into far 
Countreys, nor to the Academies to confer with the 
karned ; for God finds Fault with fuch means, Jer. 23. 30. 
Iſa.29. 13. and ſhews we muſtpalſs from them, Caxr. 3. 4. 
to find what the Soul loves beft, its Summunm Boxum, Wil- 
dom : no DoQtors, though never ſo Learned, being capable 
[9 
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to give it, 0r-procurs it for any beſides themſelves. Becauſe 
ſeeing God gives it, they have it not in their gift: nay, be« 
cauſe they ſeek for Fame and Applauſe, John 5.44. and for 
Riches and Greatneſs, or Preſerment, inſtead of Tribulas- 
tion, ( which the Diſciples of Chrift ſhould look after in 
the world, chap. 16. 33.) and thus, as faith Jeremy 5. 5. 
break the yoke , and burſt the bonds, they have it not for 
themſelves, I/s. 29. 14. Matth.11.25. and therefore rather 
abuſe the poor Soul, /mire it, wownd-it, take from it its {mo- 
king flax, Cart. 5. 7. than give it any new light, it is but in 
vain for us to hope for any trom them ; and very abſurd to 
look for our Felicity, Wiſdom, from their Predicables. Nox 
eſt qui ſuſtentet & qui conducat eam inter ones filios _ E- 
zuit & wutrit : There is not one capable to feed, guide 
and hold her up in all the Armies of Sons ( whereof ſee 
Luke 21. 20, with Matth.24.15, ) which ſhe hath bred 
and brought forth, ſaith the <a I{aiah,5 1.18, 20: when 
he ſaw in the ſpiritthe ſtate of the preſeat Church, And 
yet they all ſay we ſee, John 9, 41. To much its deſolation is 
become abominable. The word of wiſdom alone which is 
nigh in our hearts, Leke 17. 21. Rom. 10.8. ſpringing up 
there like the ſeed left to it ſelf in the ground, and growing 
we know not how, Mark 4 27. and which word 1s Chriſt 
himſelf, Joh. 1.1. x Cor.1.24. being that which gives 
knowledge; Blando ſno ſuſurro, by his (till ſmall yoice 1n us, 
1 K37ngs 19. 12. even the Learned themſelves of the world 
being Judges, Deur. 32.31. fortheir own experience may, 
if they pleaſe to think on't, abundantly convince them that 
they never come to know , or to have any knowledge, 
whil'f they go to hear others, and till paſſing from, that 
is, ceaſing from all School Learning, and all things without 
rhemſclves,they retire in themſelves, and meditate by them- 
{elves; like I/asc,Ger.24.63. and all wife men - thus — 
up, or making good ule of the ſmoaking flax,or ſpirit whic 
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| is inthem, 2Tim. 1.6. and of which all Mankind hath 
enough to profic withal, x Cor. 12.77. Matth. 25 15. 
Having tully proved that this Spirit muft be had of all 
thoſe who deſire to have or obtain Wiſdom, that is to ſay, 
Salvation : I muſt here demoaltrate, to prevent an OvjeAi- 
| on, that all Men may obtain it, if they will but improve 
their Talent or Trade with it : what T mutt do likewiſe by 
the means of the Scriptures. The Scripture declares that 
God gives this ſpirit of wiſdom to all that ail it of biz, Luke 
11.13. Jam. 1, 5. and that will, ſaith St. Peter, Atts 2. 
28---3. 19, 20, cnter into Repeatance, And thts, as mucl: 
| 2s irwas given to the Apoſtles, that 1s, if they overcome, 
and in caſe they follow Chriſt in the Regeneration, Marth. 
; 19. 28-20. 23. Revel. 3. 21. as muchas the Apoſtles and 
primitive Chriſtians did ; for it being the bleffing promi- 
ſed ro Abraham, and to Adam betore hum, As x. 4, gs. Luk- 
24-49. it belongs to as many of their Children, as the Lord 
ſhall ever call,ſaith Peter, Acts 2.38,39. that is, to a5 many 
as prepare themſelves for ir, or {et themſelves in order, the 
Text ſaith 7-701, Afts 13.48. withſuch preparation as] 
ſhall ſpeak of, and ſhew in its time and place: and this, not 
only, adds he, chp. ro. 47--11.'15. & & G54, even as ; 
but 44% xa: nv, that is, after the manner that we have it 
owr ſelves (hemeans all the Apoſtles) the Lord, (goin 
on further in confirmation .of this, ver. 9. ) putting xo {ach 
difference (viz. of an ordinary and extraordinary gift ) be- 
tween us ( the Apoſtles) and the other Believers, as the Lip. 
Chriſtian's device:bur giving the Holy Ghoſt to all indifferent- 
ly: yet in proportion to what degree of true Faith he knows 
everyBeltever hath,ver.$ that is as much as toPaul and Peter 
| If he believes in Chriſt as much as they did : as it is evident 
| fromCurndizs5 his houſho!d,chap. 10. 44. and from the reſt of- 
them thar believed in che Word, chap.19.6. And becauſe it 
is the thing promiſed to {71ham,and to his Seed for ever, 
C Gen. 
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Gen. 13. 15-17. 7, 19. (tor neither the Jevs nor we can 
name any other thing that doth anſwer this Promiſe:) St, 
Pant calls it the Spirit of Promiſe, Epheſ. 1.13. Gal. 3. 14. 
And ſpeaks always as taking it for gr inted, that all the Chri- 
ſtian Churches of Antioch, As 13. 52. of Ephiſus, Chap, 
2.17, 18---3. 6---5. 18. of Galatiz, 3.2, 3, 5, 14-5. 5, 16, 
25. Corinth. 1Ccr.6.11, 19. 2 Cor. 11.14. Rome 5, 5. 
8. 11, 23. Philipt 3.3. Coloſſus 1. 8-3. 10. And of Theſſa- 
wonica, 1 Theſſ 1.5-5. 19, 2 Tiſ]. 2 13. received,or miglit 
recelve aſterwards,the Holy Ghoft, 

So that ſecing that all Men may obtain the Gift of it, and 
{ceing that Salvation cannot be had without it, it being, as 
I fatd, the Perguid of Salvation ; we are bound, that 1s to 
Jay, as many of us as will, or intend to be Saved, to endea- 
vour to get it ; and therefore to enquire after the Q0w0ao, 
or right way to procure it ; that is, trade with, and im- 
prove our Talent {o well, as rogain many more with it. 
Which Enquiry muſt be made, like the reſt, in the Scrip- 
tures. 

I have ſaid already, That as Men make Salvation differen 
from God's Knowledge, fo they make the means of God's 
Knowledge, or of'mrue Wiſdom, different from this Spirit ; 
:t9 wit, good Natural Parts,and their own Reaſon and Wit ; 
and conſequently they know of no other way to it, but hard 
itudy in the Schools, and Conſulting their Maſters,and their 
Learned DoCtors Books : As if theWildom of God could be 
had out of thoſe things,and could be confined to the narrow 
pale of their Rules ! Whereas on the contrary, the Serip- 
tures teach, that the Man who will be Learned and Wile, 
maſt become a Feel, 1 Cor. 3.18. a Child, Matth. 18. 3, 
That is, deſpond, like a Child, of his Wit, Parts, and 
Learning. Except you become as {imple, Chap. 6. 22, and 
tumble as litrle Children, who are not ſelf-conceited, and 
have no prejudice againſt what their Teachers ſay, and Ar- 
gue 


Aron) 


” ——... one... i nent __—_ 


(17) 
Tue ot againſt ir, but only amongſt themſelves, flciving 
who ſhall learn it beſt ; you ſhall remain in Darkaets, or 
never ſee God's Kingdom, Chap. 18. 4. Lake 18, 17. B- 
-2uje God keeps from the Wile and Prudent, who tay we 
ice, John g 41. all true Wiſdom and Knowledge, and re- 
veals thc lame only to humble, ſingle-cyed Babes, Mat. 11 . 
25, Andit vill ever be ſo, bec2uſe Witneſs Truth himfelf, 
v.25, John 14.6. itis God's WHl and Pleatfure char 5t 
{ſhould always be ſo ; whatever the great DoCtors, who 
would be wiſer than Chriſt, therefore blow their Noſe at 
him, Luke 16.4, 1n Greet *u.v+il-gtcy, may lay to the contrary. 
The meek will he puide in judoment, and th: mock and lowly 1 
heart will he teach his ways, Plal. 2 5. 9. W icrefore / l (ſed 
are the meek, and they that rule their Spirit, Prov. 16. 32. For 
they ſhall inherit the Earth, Matth. 5. 5. And Wiſdom it felt. 
v. 3. Take my yoke npor you, ſaith Chrilt, Chap. 11. 29. That 
1s, learn of me that T am lowly im heart, and you ſhall come 
tothe Reſt or PerſeQion of your Souls. Ohow happy is the 
Van that bears Chrift's Yoke [rom his Youth! 

The Scriptures teach us further, That God's Fear is not 
only the beginning, but the end, or a Treaſure of Wiſilom. 
Prov. 1. 7. Iſa. 33. 6. That all they that keep God's Word 
have ſuch an Underſtanding, P/al. 111. 10. That they 
knowa great deal more than all their Wiſeft Teachers, 
P/4/. 119. 99, 100, 104. And that God layeth up Wil- 
dom for them that are Righteous, Prov. 2 7, Meeting, 
jaith Iſatah 64. 5. them that work Righteouſneſs, and that do 
alight in it : For if any Manwill do Goa*s Will, John 7. 17. 
Keep the words of Chriſt, Chap. 14. 23. God will love him, 
and meet him, or come by the Holy Ghoſt, and make his 
abode with him, as he met Corzeliw, As 10, 44. becauſe 
he feared God, and wrought Righteouſneſs, verſe 35. So 
that the Fear of God is the way wherein what gives Wiſ- 
dom 15to be met with ; and fo is the Q»omodo of Wiſdom 
C 2 or 
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or Salvation, Now to Fear God is the ſame as to do the 


Will of God ; and to do the Will of God implies 4 ceaſing 
from Man, thatis to ſay, a cealing trom doing the will of 
Man, or being born of the Fleſh, Jobz 1.13. as being againſt 
God's Will, and at Enmity with him, Rom. 8 7. and con- 
{equently :mplies a dying to our ſelves, that we may be 
born of, and live to, the Will of God, Rom. 6. 11, that 
is,1mplics iuch Seit-denial, or ab!tinence from all the things 
which our natural Lite defires, as makes usas dead to it, as 
they that are no more living, or have loſt theic Life. Ex- 
cept the corn of Wheat, faith Cliriit, John 12. 24, 25. fall in: 
to the round and de, it brings forth no fruit ; fo the way for 
Man to keep his Lite to Eternal Liic, is to hate 1t, or ceale 
trom the Lite he hath of this H/orld : or,as he faith in Mar- 


th-w 16. 25. tolofe it; that 1s, todie, Andin John 3}. 3. 


He faith further, Except a 9229 be born a3 1in, and that, «f 
Water, V. $. he cannot fee Goa*s Kinadow: ; that is, receive 
the Spirit which conſtitutes God's Kingdom, Row. 14. 17. 
Now t9 be burn again, is to begin tohave a ſecond or a new 
Lite: A lecond Life iffples a dying to the former There: 
tore we mult die before we be born again and live, to wit, 
of the Life that faves: and we mult be born again to live, 
and that of Water, So that two things, a dying, and a 
new birth of Water, are neccflary to Lite, and theoaly way 
through which we muſt unavoidably paſs to come to Hap- 
p'neſs, or to the perfeCt new Birth of the Spirit of Wiſdom; 
in which latterBirth chiefty conſiſts our Salvation. Which 
 _ things, becauſe very few Divines do know 

WE:ot: 1 = eng what they are,and therefore paſsthem over, 
neratioh, Printed and teach with Dr. Waelis, Lhat we arc not 
Mbps ado bound to know, andio tr ouble ow ſelves with 
' - ſuch nice Enquiries, as if we were not to be 


faved by coming, ith Paw, x Tim. 2; 4. 79 the knowledge of 


#e Trath. T think fit to declare : and for this end, to begin 
by thenew Birth of Water, To 
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To be born of Water then, is, not to be Baptized, "as we 
are now with Water; but to take the beginning of our Life 
from VVater ; To do which, man muſt become Water ; 
be Water himſelf : if not 1n his Fleſh and Pones (as Nrcode- 
»1w took it) however within the Heart, that is, in the in- 
ward Man, by making his Heart tender, 2 Chroz. 34. 27. 
and as humble,as reſigned; and in a word as paflive or un- 
active as Water. Thatis to ſay, as Water hath no motivn 
of it {elf but Rtands (till; or, if moved, falls downwards con- 
tinually ; or flows this way or. that way as the Wind agi- 
rates it ; ſo our Hearts ſhould no more have any* will of 
their own, but lay {t.il as a dead thing, or as being reſolved 
even to die at God's Feet : That as out of the ſhapeleſs. 
paſhve, unactive Water, all the Concretes in the World 
are formed and produced, 2 Per.z 5. by the only working of 
God*s Spirit upon it, Gez. 1.2. Pſal. 33.6. fo we may, 
out of that ſtate wherein we have no more any motion, dc- 
lire, luſt, or will of our own, but only that to yield all, 
and enter iato God's Will, receive a new form and ſhape; 
or be reformed, or born again ot the firſt Spirit that pave 
Adama true Life, Gez. 2. 7. after the Image of God; pur 
off the earthly Image we have from Father Adam, 2 Cor 
15.49. And thus by Humility rile again to that ſtate which 
he and Eve fell from by Pride. 

And this is what is ſhewed us by theWater,andthe War 
of uſing it in Baptiſm, Me are, ſaith Paul, Rom. 6. 4. by 
Baptiſm buried with Chriſt into death; that1s; as they which 
were Baptized in St. Pa«/'s time, being: cover'd all over 
when they were dipt in Water, were by this means @s it 
were dead and buried to; chg/World.:.' So we'by this Xue 
baptiſm or birth or: ſtate: off Warer,. become as idead-men, 
buried to all the Luſtdiofithe Fleſh, and corall Self-will, -as 
Pride, 'Covetouſneſs; arid Envy, and toaltthe'relianceand 
hope we have on this'Worlkd; bat cs Chriſt, adds he, roſe 
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up from hy reve through God's Spirit ; ſo we ſhould out of 


this ſtate riſe into a new Creature that hath got a Divine 
Form , which is riſing from the Dead, and the firſt Reſur. 


recon. 


All.is made out of Spirit ( or, as Hippocrates ſaith, iz» pri- 
mo de Dizta, o»t of Fire) «ana Water. Spiritus efi 
organum in manu ſummi Dei, quo agitantur omnes 
in hoc mundo ſpecies, ſai: Triſmegiitus of it. Which 
Spirit coming down firſt from the Stars into the Air,and 
thence into the Water, works on it continually : whencs an 
Ol is produce; and this Oil, by « longer digeſtion, becomes 


a Sat; which Salt is the firſk Matter ana true Body of 


Concretes. This is demonſtrable from the juices of Vege- 
tables, if they be diſtilled before their Ferment at 10» ; but 
better by aiſtilliys ſome May-aew,or Rainwater; becan(e: 
veing thin and light, and a tranſparent Liquor, by reaſon 
of their b: ing circulated in the Air, they are not thought 
by many to have and contain an Oil, yet in their diftilla- 
tion they yield an Oil axd 4 Salt, wich mt have been 
formed there by the Spirit from the Stars it was impreg- 
natedwith, working upon its Vehicle, the ſaid Dew or 
Nain-water. 


So likewiſe Man being made of Water , and of Spirit, 
mult be born again of them to become a new Creature : 
and mult firſt become water , make his heart {oft and tea- 
= ; break that Rock, as Moſes did, Exod. 17.6. and melt 
the 
RefEntance, thar by the Holy Spirit, which is the Dew,the 
Manna, or the true Bread from Heaven that gives life unto 
the world, John 6.32,33. an Oilfirſt;and then a Sale,which 
is the true Fleſh and Blood, or the true Body of Chriſt, 
ver. 51, and alſo the new Body the bleſſed Souls ſhall riſe 
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e or hardneſs of his heart into water, or the tears of 
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with, or our houſe from above, may be formed, produced; 
and perfeAed within him. Therefore Chriſt exhorts all 
Men to have ſome Salt in themſelves, Mark 9. 5o. that is 
to ſay, as the Salt, underſtand eſſential Salt, is the firſt mat- | 
ter of things, and reſults from the Spirit's action upon the 
water; fo all Men ſhould always have ſome of that ſame 
firſt ſubſtance which the Spirit of God forms in Souls ba- 
thed in tears, and ſo ſhould give leave to his Spirit ro work 
itinthem , and produce by its working a Salt to falt them 
withal, ver. 49. or preſerve both their Body and Soul to 
Eternal Life, from all ſort of Corruption : ſuch as Lepro- 
ſy, which makes the whole Body inſenfible ; and as that, 
thorow hardneſs of heart, which turns Man into ſuch Salt 
as Lot's Wite was, that is, a Salt Altali, which is gone 
through the Fire, and therefore can by no means be fur- 
ther wrought upon ; for thereby loling*its Oyl, or its 
Radical Moiſture, ,the Vehicle ot the Spirit, is -no 
more ſuſceptible ( as the moiſt eſſential Salt, or Nitre of 
the Earth, is ) of any ſweet influence of Heaven working 
on it ; but becomes a meer dead Coal , a Lime-ſtone, an 
Alkali, made by Incineration; and that melts no morelike 
Ice, and other eſſential Salts, by the warmth of the Spirit, 
but by a (trong herce Fire into a hard ſtone like Glafs,which 
15 paſt for evermore all hope of recovery,or of regeneration, 
and ſo makes Man incapable of ſuch Vegetation as the dry 
Rod of Aaron, by its budding forth again,typified the Sou!s 
muſt have. _ Therefore remember Lor's Wite, flee from the 
Land of the North, this hard froſty, dark, lowring, diſmal, 
or Northerly ſtate, faith the Lord by Zgchary 2. 6, whoever 
will 1ahabit or live in Jer«/alem, ver. 4, 

This birth of Water therefore-is what makes Man ſul. 
ceptible of the ſweet influence'and working of God's Spi- 
r1t on his Soul to renew it, and make it grow! green and 
bud , and bear Fruits , or be fruitful ; for thereby we do 
C like 
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(like John by his Baptiſm of water ) prepare the way of 
the Lord, that is, for the Lord's coming by his comforting 
Spirit :. this birth of - water being the true preparation or 
ordering of' the Soul, which in the r 5th Page I promis'dto 
ſpeak of, For as good ground is made fit to receive, and to 
retain the influence of Heaven, or the Spirit that comes 
down'from Heaven into the Air, 8nd the Water and the 
Earch, (ithe Scriptures call it the Dew, and the Bleffing 
from above, Gem. 27. 40- -49. 15.) by its being trequently 
moiltned with Rain or Water ; lo v9ur Souls become fit for 
the Blefſing promiſed, J-e/ 2. 28. by being throughty wa. 
ter'd ;. ſor the Water being void and empty, (as the Earth 
was, Gez. 1. 2.) the Chymiſts call this nature of the 
Water, and the Earth an A/kalick quality, it 1s the fitter 
to draw and to impregnate it ſelf with the Spirit from the 
Stars, and {vo to nouriſh the Earth which 1s well warered 
with ic, by introducing this ſame ſtarry Spirit into it. So the 
Soul,by reducing it ſelf to water, becomes void and empty 
lixe water, that 1s void of all che cares and delires of this 
world, and thereby is the fitter to be impregnated with 
the Spirit, or the Seed of her heavenly Bridegroom. And 
wo be to them, ſaith Chriſt, Mar.24. 19: that are nor ſo 
prepared, but are already with-Child, and give ſuck atour 
the time that the Bridegroom comes to them! becauſe they 
cagnot goin with him to the Marriage Room, and becauſe 
the door is ſhut, and canino more be opened, chap.25.10, 
titat.is, they areſo hardned-, that they become hike Lors 
Waite, or { to continue here thei-foregoing Metaphor ) be- 

come like ſome ſort of ground'( which for lack of com- 

petent moiſture, turnsto Sand and:Duſt , and bears no- 
thing but Bryers, whoſe end is therefore to be burned , as 

St. Paul affirms, Hebr. 6.8.) dry and bound like clods: of 

earth, or hard for want of moitture;{ a deſolate Wilder- 

nels, Joel 2. 3. yielding nothing but Bryers, and even Duſt 
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and Aſhes,or ſuch lixiviate Salt as is made out of Aſhes, or 
by Incineration, that is a Salt 4/ks/z. So that Water, or 
the Birth, or the Baptiſm of Water, is always, like the 
Beptiſt, the Forerunner of the Lord, who comes in the 
cloudy, ſad, mourning, dark, ignorant Souls, by the light 
of his Spirit,to revive and comfort them. Whence, ac- 
cording to St. John 5.6. he comes by Water and Blood, 
that is, Water and Spirit ; Blood being but a Compound of 
Water and of Spirit: and ſo do all the Children of Adam 
when they are born, to ſhew them that they muit be born 
again of thoſe two things. 

[ ſay, that the Lord comes by his comforting Spirit ; be- 

cauſe when that Spirit comes, it is the coming of Chriſt 
—_ John 14.18, 28---16.22. or the Lord that comes 
umlelf. Seeing that Jeſus himſelf. is he that's ſent, laich 
Peter, Aits 3: 19, 20---2,38. from the preſence of the Lord ; 
to refreſh or comfort Men ; orto be, as St. John faith, 14. 
16. their Comforter for ever. And therefore Chriſt is the 
{ame as the comforting Spirit ; and ſo the coming of this, 
viz, of the Holy Spirit, is the ſame as the ſecond coming, 
or coming again ; or, the maniteltation of 'Chriſt himſelf 
promiſed, John 14. 18, 21. Concerning which, ſee Marth. 
16. 28. with Mark 9. 1. and Luke g. 27 ---24. 49. Gal. 1, 
I5, 16, 

And, I ſay, that he comes into the ſad-cloudy Souls : for 
as the Lightning, faith he, Marth. 24, 27, 30. appeareth out 
of the Eaſt , and ſhineth even unto the Weſt ; ſo ſhall the 
coming of the Son of Man happen in the «lauds of Heaven, 
with power and great glory, For theſe two Verſes may be 
applied to the ſaid coming of.,Chrift, by the Holy. Ghoſt ; 
Chriſt having reſpect therein/to Ye Diſciples queſtion pro» 
poled in the 3d Yerſe, concerning his coming again in his 
day, Luke 17.24. that is, when he ſhould be revealed,.ver. 
;6. or ſhould come in his Kingdom, Marth. 16. 28. though 
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perhaps they might not then underſtand it in this ſenſe, but 
rook it, as Men now do, as th6 it were meant only of his 
third and laſt coming,v/z. at the end of the world. Which 
Anſwer of Chriſt ſets forth the manner of his Coming, 
and the qualification of the thing which he comes to ; to 
wit, the cloudy, or ſad and dark, or ignorant Souls, wh:ch 
are the Clouds of Heaven, hiding Heaven within them, 
Luke 17.21. from the ſight of other People. For as the 
Lightning breaks out of the dark, thick, gloomy Clouds, 
ſhining through them for a time, then the Cloud cloſeth 
again ; ſo doth his Coming appear in the dark, forrowtful 
Souls, John 16. 20, 22. like a flaſh of Lightning, or ſudden 
Coruſcation, breaking out of their darkneſs, 2 Cor.4.6. and 
opening, as it were, the Cloud that envelops them , then 
ſhuts it ſelf up again ; and ſo continueth to do with many 
Men for ſome time, rill at laſt _ the darkneſs alto- 
gather, it comes to ſhine through and t 

or the whole Body, Mat, 6. 22. thus ſhining from Eaſt to 
Weſt all the Hemiſphere over : as it hapned unto Chriſt 
at his Transfiguration, and as it is, and will be with all the 
Saints in Glory : who are repreſented therefore with beams 
about them, becauſe rhey ſhine like the Stars, and dart out, 
like the Sun, their beams cn every fide, Dar.12. 3. Matth, 
13. 43. Fora remembrance of which flaſhing or coruſca- 
tion, and of the manner of it, the Biſhops wear a Mitre, 
bearing the ſhape of a Flame; or elſe of thoſe cloven 
Tongues which were like as of Fire, As 2. 3o. to ſigni- 
fie the opening of the dark clouds in man's head, and ' the 
cleaving (as it were) of the ſutures in the Scull, and man's 
communication through this cleft part with Heaven: which 
Mitre they aſſum*d"irſt, when this flaſhing or lightning 
began to ceaſe in the Church, keſt the remembrance it ſelf 


rough the Sphere, | 
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of it ſhould be loftalſo. Bur that it cloſeth-not up as the | 


Crown of a King doth, ſignified, that their flaſbing - -_ | 
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ſhine through on all ſides ; that it was but beginning or 
juſt breaking out in them ; and that it continued not with 
them, as with crowned Heads : and therefore rhat rhe 

ought not to pretend to, and aſcribe to themſelves {ſo much 
honour in the Church as Kings may do ; and conſequently 
much leſs than they in temporal things, eſpecially ſeeing 
that the Kingdom of Chriſt, witneſs himſelf, John 18. 36. 
is not of this world. An: hence it may be gather*d, that 
the Church was yet modelt when they begun to wear it: 
But now the Mitre is got higher than the Crown itſelf, and 
lords it over Princes and Kings both in Church and State, 
Which is not well done, my Sons, my 1incorrigible Sons, 
would old El: {ay to them, 1 Sam. 2.24. it he were alive 
again ; you ought not thus to break Chrilt's Yoke, and to 
burſt his Bonds, if you will be his Diſciples, or his true 
Church in Exg/and : and you may chance to pay for it, if 
you hearken not to the voice of your Father, ver. 25. For 
hs that being often reproved, haranetb his neck, ſhall ſuddenly 
be deſtroyed, and that without remeay, Prov. 3 34+-- 29. 1. 
of which you have a very freſh Inſtance in thedate King. 


Toreturn tothe manner of the ſecond Coming of Chriſt 
by the Holy Ghoſt ; obſerve, that as the l;ghtning comes at 
firſt out of the Eaſt, and then ſhines even unto the Weſt, that 
is, enlightneth the Hemiſphere all over; fo his Coming 
(which is not with any obſervation, Leke 17.20.) appears 
firſt like the Day-ſpring, chap. 1. 78. or the dawning of 
the day ; or is like the — Star ariſing in our hearts, 
2 Pet. 1. 19. for there all our thoughts , or firſt glimpſes 


of Light riſe: then encreaſing more and more'to the por- 
fet light or day, Prov. 4. 18. it comes to be like the Sun 
at Noon, and at the Solſtice: in reference to both which di- 
ſtin& ſtates, Chriſt is called +he Morning Star,by St. John, 
Rev. 22. 16, 20. and the Sun of A by the = 
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phet Malachy, 4. 2. becauſe he both diſſipates the Morning 
Clouds by his light, and ſtrengthneth by the power of it a 
Believer ſo that he brings him to ripenels, or to his full 
perfeftion; the flaſh at his appearance ſhining nothing 
icar {o bright and comfortable as the Sun, and as irfelft 
would do if it laſted for ever, or endured a great while 
without vaniſhing again. For after the ſame manner 
Chriſt, the Word, cr the Wiſdom, and Light, and Pow er 
of God, x Cor. x. 24. within us, in our hearts, Rowm.10 $, 
ſpringing out of the centre,out of a man's own darknels, 
2 Cor. 4.6 firſt appears to the ſad mind like glimmering 
ſparks of light, which are a great refreſhing to the Soul ; 
I:ght or knowledge bringing ſtill along with it great joy, 
as I have {aid. Then encreaſing, and ſending its ſweet 
beams by little and little towards the Circumierence, till 
it ſhine3 throvgh the whole Sphere, it enlightneth all over, 
and at the ſame time comforts and ſtrengthneth fick ſaint- 
ing Man, in ſuch fort that he may riſe trom the ſhadow of 
death, ( whercia he lay as benumm'd ) and walk,and run, 
and not fainty and mount up with wings as Eagles, J/a. 
40.31. Joel 2.7. and going from ſtrength to ſtrength, 
P/al. $4. 7. beth take God's Kingdom by force, and riſe to 
the very top or crown, or zenith thereof, which is God's. 
holy mountaia, or the higheſt ſtate of bliſs, and of. glory, 
and of light, which Mankind is capable of, Daz 12.3. Mat. 
13, 43+ -19. 28; Rew.zg.21. continuing all the while {pring- 
ing, ſhining, enlightning, and refreſhing the firy dark Soul 
to eternal fe with the water of that Well, that is, Wiſdom 

zad Knowledge flowing out of a Man's ſelf, whereof Chrift 

ſpake in St. John 4. 14-- 7.38. As an everfiowing ſpring 
of living water ſtreaming through a hot and deſart place, 
would revivethe weary Traveller dying for Thirſt ; ſo this 
new Spring of Wiſdom revives the dry, fainting Soul of 
Samſon, 2nd Iſbmael; that is of Chriſt's ſtout Champions, 
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Gen. 21. 20. ( the Church Militant on Earth) as ſoon 
as they begin to thirſt after Righteouſneſs, Mar. 5. 6, as it 
was typitied by the water guſhing out of the Aſſes dry 
Jaw-bone, which Samſon , after a great Viftory, being 
ready to die, met with in his thirſt, J=4g. 15. 18, 19, and 
by the Wells. of water which 1/-«/ found at laſt in the 
dry and defart Land, Exod. 15. 27. But before he, I mean 
the ſaid fick Man, comes to this, he muft dye the ſecond 
death, according to God's threatning, Gez. 2, 17. which, 
becauſe God's Word is true, ſhail not paſs away from him 
before it be fulfilled, Mat. 24. 35. and this is not ſo eafte a 
matter for him to do, as our learned Divines, who pals it 
oyer ſicco pede, teach in their Sermons, 

For ( to ſpeak of this dying, which is the other thing |, 
needful for the obtaining the ſaid birthof the Spirit) it 1s _ 
really a dying ; and dying, you will grant, is a hard thing 
to Mankind : Neither is it only ſuch dying as is that of 
this body of the fleſh, which Men eafily go through : Bur 
ſuch as is- proper and peculiar to the Soul, which is ſo in+ 
tolerable, that none but the Son of Man, or at leaſt the Soul- 
of- Man, enabled by the virtue and ſtrength of the Son of 
Man, can ſuſtain or bear with it, Prov. 18. 14. For ne 
man, he ſaith himſelf, John 3. 13. doth aſcend up to Heas- . 
ven, but he that comes down from thence,to give us power 
and ſtrength, and thus by enabling us to die, lifts us up 
thither : and there go along with it the terrors of Hell it 
ſelf. Which thing, becauſe it ſeems new and very ſtrange 
to the world,is what Ido here take upon me to demonttrate. 


And firſt, to fhew what it is. This dying, 1s the ſame 
death as that Adam died of after he had tranſgreſſed, which 
muſt be ſome other thing than the death, of his Body ; for 
he was ſurely to die the day that he tranſgreſſed, Ge 2. 17. 
whereas his Body did live goo. years after, And that was 
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a riſing, or an exaſperation of the Fire of his Soul, aſter he 
taſted the Apple, / for he had loſt long before, viz. before 
he fell aſleep, the Light of Life, which his Soul enjoyed at 
his Creation) to a very intenſe or ugh degree of fierceneſs; 
raging in him till the time he catcht hold of the promiſe 
made to him of the Woman's Seed, Chriſt, the Lzgbt of 
the world : For Life without Light, is but a dark and 6b- 
{cure Fire, kindled either here or there 1n ſome individual 
place, and burning without ſhining, as do all Acids, the 
Froſt, and thoſe Corrolives , called = Potentiales by 
Chymical Writers ; whereby the Life juſt ſubſiſts in a 
very anxious, fretful ſtate or condition, as being always 
feeding upon the thing it is 1n, that 1s, upon the Body which 
it had formed itſelf, till that Body be conſum'd, or till this 
hungry Fire be fully ſatiated, And this Fire thus burning, 
was repreſented to us by the firy Serpent of God's People 
in the Deſart, and by a Worm or Serpent, which Chriſt 
ſaith doth never die, becauſe it is always renaſcens, repro- 
ducing or kindling itlelf anew; viz. in the eternal Souls, 
for there it can as well do it always as for once, by reaſon 
that itsBody or SubjeCt doth not decay,and when exaſpera- 
ted,it is the Death of the Soul,or its Hell,burning,gnawing, 
and making it for ever anxious, and full of pain ; except it 
reacheth the Light that makes all things comfortable. Here 
conſider the grimneſs of a dark and troſty Night, which 
chills, benums , 4nd deſtroys, and burns all things on the 
ground ; and what ſtate things would lay in, if the Light 
of the Sun were taken out of the world, Would nor all 
the living things lay ſtill ike Worms in Wigter, and be 
frozen up as hard and ſtift as Ice in their place ? Sure the 
world itſelf would be nothing but Death all over! And 
thence conceive,if you can, how ſharp,ſevere,and bitter are 
to the deſpairing Soul, whoſe dark Fire corroding and bi- 
ting it, like ſharp Froſt, or a fretting Humor, or ſome tart, 
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«£id Liquor, makes it ake and ſhoot, and prick, and rave, 
like an angry Sore, beyond imagination; the horrors of 
that grim Night which the terrible Day of the Lord is 
ſaid to have, Joel 2. 3. But when the Light appeareth,and 
breaks out in this darkneſs, and runs through and over: 
ſpreads this dark, yet burning, Fire : How pleaſant and 
comfortable it looks! Things grow green again,and look, 
as the Prophets ſay, like the Garden of the Lord ; Before 
them the Land is like the Garden of Eden, and behind a Flame 
burneth, and makes all, as it were, a deſolate Wilderneſs : 
where theHeat and the Cold kills, burneth,and parcheth all 
up. For the Light bringing with it the clear and lovely 
Sunſhice, doth not only mitigate and allay this fierce. Ar- 
dor, but turns the Ardor of Heat, and the great ſharpneſs 
of Cold into a Refrigery, and makes the Soul a pleaſant 
and delightful Paradiſe. Ho, ho, come forth, ſaith the Lord, 
Zach, 2. 6, 7. flee from the Land of the North ; Zion, de- 
liver thy fot ont of ſuch Northerly ſtate,and walk in the light 
of God. Fire exaſperated,and deprived of all Light,is Eter- 
nal Death or Hell, or the wrath of God, or God burnin 

in the Soul : And the ſame Fire fully fatiated, tinftores 
and impregnated with Light, is the Eternal Life, Reſt, and | 
Paradiſe of the Soul, and God appealed, pleaſed, become 
pleaſant, dehightfnl, gentle and merciful 1n us, and the loye 
of God itſelf ſhed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit 
of Chriſt which he gives to us, Rom. 5. 5. Note well here 
what Matthew faith, 3. 17. that it is in Jefus Chriſt, who 
isthe Light of the world ; that God the Father, who is a 
Fire, is well pleaſed ; and that this was ſaid of him after he 
was baprized, at the ſame time that he was coming out. of 

water, ver. 16: | 


Now becauſe Man in this world is not altogether bereft - 
of the Light of Life, all Men being cnlightged, not oaly | 
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with the outward, but the inward Light, Chriſt, Joh» 1.9. 
And therefore his Life is not a Fire without ſome Light, he 
hath ſome good of his Life, and enjoys, whilſt he lives 
here, the pleaſures this world affords, without any ſenſible 
torment or anxiety. Except the Father, who draws always 
all Men to himſelf, awakes the Worm, and ſtir up and 
acuate the Fire, which was kept within its bound both by 
the Light of this world, and by the Senſualities which the 
Soul is diverted, and which the Worm of the Soul 1s al- 
ways lullPd afleep with: For then when theWorm awakes, 
and the Fire is moved, the Soul begins to feel the gnawing 
Syndereſes that bite, rack, and torture it, then Man is in a 


ad pickle, his Light goes out, he deſpairs, he cries Uror, . 


Abſumor ; he looks up, and behold trouble; down, and on 
every fide, and behold nothing but pain, anguiſh, darkneſs, 
and horror. Then his Moon is eclipſed, his Sun, faith 
Chriſt, is carkned, and the Powers of Heaven, or of the 
Kingdom of God, or of Heaven, within him, are ſhaken, 
Matth. 24.28. as it hapned to Chrilt in his Agony, when 
he ſweated Blood for it, Luke 22. 44. and was ſorrowtul 
to death ; and prayed very fervently, that this Cup (this 
very death, and not the death of his fleſh, for that's not 
worth praying for, and it was unavoidable) might paſs 
from him if poſlible, Matrh. 25. 38, 39. And then the 
ſorrows of Hell compaſs him, P/al. 18. 5. and then he 
bears with Chriſt the wrath of God, feels that great tri- 
bulation foretold, Matth. 24.21, 22. which none was ever 
ever like to, and, note well, xever ſball be; and which no 
man in the fleſh could ever go thorow with,except the days 
of this ſame Tribulation were ſhortned ; by the Gog, of 
Jeſu-run, who comes riding in the clouds of the heaven inhis 
help, and in the great might of his excellency on the sky : For 
the eternal God us his refuge, and underneath are the everlaſt« 
ing arms, to thruſt ont the enemies that ſpoil'd him from be- 
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fore him, Deut. 33.26,27. How ſweet is the Name Jeſus to a 
Soul that would come out of its Gal of bitterneſs ! As 
8.23. In a word, be dies the death,Gez.2.17. and bears the 
wrath of God; tor all men muſt be judged, Heby. g. 27. or 
undergo the trial of, x Pez. 4. 12. and theſe be the days, 
faith Luke 21. 22, of vengeance, er of wrath ; wherein, 
as faith 1/a:ah 66. 16. the Lord ſhall plead by Fire and by 
his Sword with all fleſhin this or the other world , for 
falling away from him. It's a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of that God, Mevr, 10. 31. who is a Fire living 2nd 
devouring for ever | I/z. 33.14 Hebr. 12. 29, 


Secondly, It is all Men in the world whom God pleads 
with , by Fire and by his Sword: for every Man, faith 
Mark, 9. 49. ſhall be ſalted with Fire : and Chriſt baprizeth 
as well with Fire, faith the Baptiſt, Maz#h. 3. 11. as with 
the holy Spirit thole that are to be ſaved; Now the word 
every one, includes all, and excepts none: therefore they 
that are ſaved, muſt all go through this Fire : this being 
the Cherubim who keeps with a flaming Sword the way 
of the Tree of Life, and of: Paradiſe itſcl!t ; ſo that there 
i5no coming at them bur only through ir, that is, through 
his flaming Sword : at leaſt if the Word of God, Gen. 3. 
23, 24. 15 not a meer Hiſtory , and was not writtea in 
vain, /atth. 24. 25. but for Inſtruction, 2T :m. 3. 16. Be+ 
ſides this, Peter ſpeaking of this trial by Fire, faith x Per. 
4.12. that it 1s noſtrange thing hapning to the Behevers, 
or thoſe he calls Beloved ; and adds in the 13th verſe, that 
they who undergo it partake of Chrilt's ſufferings ; which 
1s another proot of the neceſſity of their undergoing it. 
Firſt he ſaith, *tis no ſtrange thing : therefore it is an uſual 
agd known thing to the Faithful. Secondly, it did begin 
at the Apoſtles, and muft begin at the Houſe of God , ver. 
17. And Thirdly, they partake, by undergoing of it, of 

E Chrik's 


(32) 
Chriſt's ſufferings and death ; which is as much as to fay, 
thar they muſt undergo it ; becauſe it is a chief part of the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, and they are bound, as appears from 
Matth. 16. 24. and 2 Cor. 4.10. to bear the ſaid ſufferings : 
being to take up his Croſs, and follow him under it, {tep 
by itep, through every ſtage or ſtation which he made: 
( what the ſeveral ſtations, or pitchings of 1/rae/, Numb. 21. 
were a Type and Figure of )) and to bear in their body 


the dying of Jeſus Chriſt ; which dying extends fo far as. 


to the lols of their life, Marth. 16. 25: fo long as they have 
no hopes to find any other way their life, and the life of 
Chriſt 
was ſaid, Epheſ. 4. 13. if they do imitate him in this part 
of his paſſion. For as by his Ageny,bloody Sweat, Sorrow 
to Death, he deſcended into Hell, or bore the wrath of 
God : and by the reſignation of his will'to that of God, 
Matth.6. 39, 42. all the while he was bghting and bearing 
this chaſtiſement, Tia. 5 3. 5. that is, by his becoming like 
the Child in 1/aiah,9.'6, Matth. 18. 3. He overcame, and 
became the wonderful mighty Prince and Champion in 
our Batrels : ſo we, to tmitate ;him in this part of his Paſe 
hon, and of his Refignation, muſt fight like him, and go 
through rhe Red Srz of our Blood, that bearing through 
this great Gulph of God's vengeance and wrath, we may 
become with him, and with YJacob, Gez. 33: 28. Kings, 
Princes, and mighty Champions in God, Rev, 1.6. With- 
out blood, our 'High Prieſt went not into the fecond:, or 
moſt Holy Tabernacle, Hesr. 9. 7, 8. Without Bloodſhed 
a Virgin cannot be 1mpregnated : ſo likewiſe a Virgin'Soul, 
that'ts, which is not with Child, Matrh. 24. 19. but is be- 
come Chriit's chaſte Dove, Carr. 5. 2. or-as void of any 
forin..( Imagery, or Idols'of the heart) as the water;qan- 
* ot yh, mage with the'fpirtt from on high; without 
Acft ſpilling her blood ; or (hich is all one, Gez, g. 4. ) 
| | loſing 
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- to the pertcaion of which they may attain, as. 
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Joſing her own life which is therein : nor enter into the 
moſt holy Maalfions this Spirit doth make inthe Father's 
houſe, John 14. 2. ( according as he allays and ſatiates the 
Father's Fire in the Souls of Mea) bat by her own blood, 
like Chriſt, Heb. 9. 12. and by offering herſelf wholly,as 
that Sacrifice which was to be wholly burned, or contu- 
med by Fire, Levir. 1.9. Judgment faith, x Per. 4. 17. 
begins at the Houle of God, that 1s, at the Bzlievers. By 
Fire, and by his Sword, the Lord will plead wich all flzſh ; 
and the fain of the Lord, who are the choſen of God, ſhall 


not be few, but many, 1/a. 66. 16. 


To conclude, as in Nature Life begins in the Fire, and is 
fully perfeRed in the Light, as I ſaid; all taking the begin- 
ning of its Life, or of Motion, from Heat by Fermentz- 
tion ; the Light itſelf ( which is Life, or the perfeftion of 
Life ) coming out of the Fire, and ſubſifting no where 
one moment without Fire ; ſo in Divine Things alſo ; For 
Des eſt ubique ſemper ſibi ſimilis ; God aQts 1n all things 
alike : Oar Divine or New Life muſt begin at the Fire,and 
we muſt return unto the Rock from which we were 
hewed, and whence all things take their Birth and Motion, 
and Duration. Our Life muſt take from thence its firſt 
Principle of Motion, ( which Motion is to be quell'd again, 
by pouring water abundantly uponit ) that being kindled 
anew by ſome extraordinary ſpark of Grace, which (like 
Leaven added to Meal or Liquors, ſets them in Fermenta- 
tion, Math. x3.31, 33.) it may ferment, or be ſet ina 
hot burning Fever, till it hath purged icſelf of its falth ; or 
of its Droſs, as doth refined Silver or Gold upon the Cu- 
pel ; and does thereby become pure and capable to abide 
with the devouring Fire, or hve for ever with God, I/a. 33. 
14. For, as a ial given co a Patient, who labours un- 
der ſome great Infetion that hath invaded his Lite , _ 
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him firſt in a great heat, or hot Fit, till Life helped by ths 
ſtrength of the Phyſick, and by ſome drink given tam at 
tht time that comforts him, overcomes its Enemy, 
and drives it away by ſweat: So this Spark ſetting the 
Soul on Fire for a good while, brings a hot F:t upon it, and 
burns it ſo, thar it longs after nothing but Moiſture , Luke 
16. 24. which, as ſcon as it is ſent to it by the Refreſher, 
it draws ſo vehemently, that it falls into that ſtate, which 
in a Chymical ſenſe may be properly called Deliquium anz- 
»e, that is, the Soul giving or melting into water : orelſe 
drinking in the way , Plal. 110' 7. of the ſame Brook as 
Chriſt did, Xatth. 20. 23. that is, of an abſolute Reſigna- 
tion to God's Will, Mazrh. 26. 39, 42. and receiving from 
this C»p ſome comfort and refreſhment; -it is. enabled to 
{weat, or to maſter and expel the ſtrange Fire of thoſe 
Luſts, which by infetting of it, had been the occaſion of 
this preternatural Burning or Fermentation ; and to dip 
itſelf. at laft intoa Flood of water, whereot the Floqd of 
Nozh (faith Peter, 1 Epift. 3.21.) was a Figure; and 
thus to be baptized with the ſame Baptiſm as Chriſt was. 
Hence, Phyſicians, learn to give your Patients Drink,when 
they areina hot burning Fever. And you, Phyſicians of 
Souls, help to ſet. yaurs in this Liſe intoa hot burning Fit ; 
and.for. Drink, kave them to Chriſt; for you cannot give 
it them, till you have got. ſome your ſelves. 

The Jews have a Tradition, that the Meſiab*s days will 
be a time of. Weeping, Faſting, and Tribulation : yet, like 
our Lip-Chriitians, who crack of the Law of Grace, and 
underſtand it no more than the Wife of Zebedee,Mat.20. 20. 
they look for Eaſe in thoſe days : whereas Eale is not the 
way.leading.to Eternal Life, Matth, 7. 13. In this world, 
iaith-Chriſt ro them, who do really learn of him, you ſhall 
have Tribulition, Joh» 16.33. And verily you ſhall weep 
aud lament, faith he, ver. 20, 21, 22. t0 «ll, Mark 13.22. 
But 
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But the world ſhall rejoice, and ye ſball be ſorronful as 4 


woman in travail: but Pl] ſee you again, and your heart ſhall 
rejoice, decauſe you are, by this Birth, deliver'd as a tra- 
vailing Woman of a new Creature. For by much Tribula- 
tion we get into God's Kingdom, AQts 14. 22. the entrance 
into Life being through this narrow gate : which, as it 1s 
known but to very few, but few go through, Ma#rh.7.14. 
Yet God would have us to be ſaved, by going through it 
out of the Houſe of Bor1age, the feveriſh and oppreflive 
Infetion of our Sins: as did the old 1/rae/, our Type, our 
of Egypt, called the Iron Furnace , Deut. 4. 20. which 
burns the fierceft of all: and paſſing through the Red Sea ; 
and then living, as hedid, in the Deſart 4o years ;. that is, 
as having no hope of any thing in the world all the time 
of our Life, (40 Years being the time of moſt Mens Life 
in this world ) and being for 40 days tempted with Moſes 
and Chriſt in the Deſart of this world , with Hunger, 
Thirſt, Want, Contempt, and Sickneſs, and Miſery, to an- 
{wer the 40 days of Plenty, Glory, Pleaſures, wherein 
Adam was tempted in the Garden of Eden : For ſo long 
he was tempted, by the defire.he had to have the world ar 
his Will, and to diſpoſe of it, independently from God : 
and ſolong he was courted by the world ( which would 
have him for its own). before he fel]. For thThe was in the 
world, yet he wagnoy of the world, and he lived out 
of it in quite anotheyprinciple or ſtate, viz. in that Hea- 
ven wherein the Son of Man was, th6 he was come down 
from thence, John 3. 33. as yet the love of the world. had 
not captivated lim. And wo be to him, that dies, with 
Aaam, in thoſe pleaſures, 1 7im. 5.6. or in the Wilderneſs 
( the dry place which Chriſt ſpeaks of, Mat#h.12.43.) with 
the People of 1/7ac/, before the 40. days of Temptation are. 
ended , chap. 24. 48. Therefore, all. Chriſtians ſhould be. 
made acquainted with theſe things, and their Watchmen, . 
faich 
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faith Joel 2, 1. ſhonld blow the Trumpet aloud, and ſound 
an Alarm to them (for note, this is to be done un the Lord's 
holy Mountain, the Church ; amongſt the Faithtul,and not 
amongſt ch: Heathen) to warn them ot that Fire and 
Sword which the Lord pleads with, Ez-4. 33. and which is 
the terrible and gloomy day of the Lord. But, I doubt, 1 
am Vox clamantis in deſerto; that is, where no body hears : 
For, 0 Lord, who t the man that believes our report ? and to 
whom hath the arms of the Lord been revealed? John 12. 38, 
There is none thet flirreth up himſelf to take hold of thee, Ila, 
64. 7. However God is over all things ; and when-we 
water and plant, he may give encreaſe ; and he hath nor 
lighted my Candle for metro hide or keep it under my Bed, 
bur to make it ſhine as far as I can to others : which is, I 
hope, warrant enough for me to write; without any further 
Licence, or Ordination. 


See what Thomas a Kgmprir, and many other wiſe Men 
have left us in writing, of the way to Happineſs, and of 
the neceſſity of entring iato the Lite, Death,and Sufferings 
of Chriſt : For becauſe theſe things be true, {T mean, 
what I faid of the Baptiſm of Fire, and of the Birth of 
Water ) all wiſe Men, who always know and juſtife 
Truth, Luke 7.35. own them; and\ thave often declared 
and taught them : But as there is a variety of Gifts, and of 
Adminiftrations, x Cor. 12. 4, 5. they Hive differently alſo 
expreſſed the ſame. FJamblichus of Myſteries: Her wtique 
fit tibi ad felicitatem via. Conſiderare decet qua precipue ra- 
t10ne ſolvi poſſis a vinculis quibus anima circa formas atque 
ſpecies mundi contemperatur. Eft autem ſolutio nulla preter 
ipſam Dei cognitionem. Idea namque felicitats eſt ipſum 
cog noſcere Bonum : *quemadmodum eft & Idea malorum ipſa 
quidem bonorum oblivio, que tft deceptio inſeparabilis 4 cadu- 
co ; 4 prencipits enim cadens atque repulſa ſe ipſam projicit ad 
corpo- 
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corporalem ideam dimetiendamnm : 4 qua corpordli Idea ſolvi 
debes, ut contemplationi & cognitions Dei rurſus jungars. 
Plato calls this (IT mean this ſtate of Water, whereby we 
become void of the Forms (Idea's) of outward things ) 
Comverſiv anime humane in [cipſam; the Soul converting 
from things without it inte ufelf. Great Hermes, with So- 
lomon, Cant. 5.2. Ob dormitio nent is d cor pe ris ſenſibis : A 
fleeping of the Body, whiPR our Soul is waking. I ſleep, 
but my heart is awake, ( like Balaam's eyes, that were 
while his Body was in a trance, Numb. 24. 4. ) 
des, like that of the two Diſciples-of Chriſt 

Emma, Luke 24.32. The Popiſh Saints 
| e internal way to God, and inward Recol- 
hich Molina at Rowe hath lately ſaid enough 

to ſetthe Priefts againſi him, who cannot abide. to hear of 
dying and ſuffering : but only-of that which -makes #heir 
heart glad, ( Juds. 18. 20. ) -a Fat Living. The whole Sum 
of Religion = man to keep bimeſelf unſpotted from world- 
ly things, or from the Love of the World, Jam.1.27. for 
in this conſiſts the Love -of God, Math. 6. 24. and the 
Love of God, with that of 6ur Neighbour ,' is the great 
Commandment, and the Law, and'the Prophets.” A great 
Proteſtant Divine, Famous both for Piety and Learning, 
Biſhop V/her,-in anſwer to a Queſtioniabout SanQification 
which one made, expreſſeth rhus this AbſtraCtion from the 
World, and this dying by Fire. Tm4ft vl 564, 1aith he, 
we do not well under ſtand what #& Senttefication; or the New 
Creature, which Goa formerth by his own Spirit in every Soul 
which be regenerates-of water: :''Foy it is no leſs than. for a 
Man to be brought to 411 entire reſugontion of 'his will to the 
Will of 'God, and to finertn. Me ofeog ap of hus Sanl as 4 
whole Burnt-offering, like Chriſt; t#Gou the Kither, And how 
little are many of thoſe who' profeſs Chriſtianity, experimen- 
tally acquainted with 'this work in their Souls ? Nay,and = 
tionally 
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tionally too, I add; the Proteſtants knowing uttle mort of 
this, I meanof the way to become a new Creature, than 
what they call Repentance. 


Which Word yet, being taken 1n its right and genuine 
ſenſe, ſignifies more than what they ſeem to underſtand by 
it ; that 1s, more than any ſorrow for Sin,and ſetting upon 
mending, amounts to : For what is {erwoe ? Is it either 
Prateſtant or Cath;lick Repentance { No ſurely; wemrorz is 
neither laſhing your backs, nor grieving twg,,or three 
hours : But its the amendmeat itſelf dulyung 
is 2 Keſipiſcence, which is no leſs in Exg 
and a Knave, becoming, at the ſame time, 
a good Man ; and a change, or converſion oneltate 
or quality, viz. the Nature of a Beaſt,to the moſt oppoſite 
ſtate, to wit, the Divine Nature, 2 Pex, 1. 4. or at leaſt 
that of Angels, Luke 20. 36. Which Chriſtians flatter 
themſelyes in vain to attain unto by their, ommon Repens- | 
tance: for there ncedsa hard ſtrivipg; a man muſt be | 
violent to take God's Kingdom by Force : And ir can | 
never be done, without natg the great Gulph of God's | 
Veageance and Wrath threatned, Gez.2.17. Luke 6.26 | 
21.22. Andtho Peter in the At#s, 2.38---3. 19. mentions * 
only the Baptiſm of Water and Repentance, as the things | 
neceſſary to obtain the Holy Ghoſt, that makes Man a New : 
Creaturs: yet in his Firf Epi/tle, ſpeaking of another thing 
not ſtrange to the Believers,to wit,the Firy Tryal,he ſhews 
thereby, that they go through ſome other thing than that 
which he calls there Repentance : or that the word Repex- 
rence, with the word, Be Converted added to it in that 
. place, includes the FjryTryal; which he would not men- 
tion there , becauſe he ſpake before a mixt Aſſembly of 
People ;-and it being one of thoſe many things Chrilt 
( who forbids to caſt Pearls before Swine) would not \n | 
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ſay to the World (Fohm 16. 12. ) (that cannot ſavor the 
things of God, x Car. 2. 14. or More than Pexey, endure 
to hear of dying, Math. 16, 22,23.) he would not de- 
clare it them, but left to the Holy Ghoſt the Revelation 
thereof tothem that were not without G9d's Kingdom,as 
the World is, A«t.4.11.But becauſe it is God's Will that a/ 
men ſhould be ſaved,by opening of their bliad eyes,and by c#- 
ming at the laſt to the kwowleag of theTruth,and the harvelt 
is grown ripe, as it appears from the French Prophets and 
their Propheſies; I think it is high time for then that make 
mention of the Lord, not to keep filence,but to tell it pub- 
lickly, and ſound an Alarm of it. But whether emo 
comprehends this thing or no, ſure it is, that we mult dyc, 
before we live again, or come to another life ; and the 
death ofthe Body doth bring no life to the Soul - therefore 
the Soul is to die : and as the eternal Soul cannot corrupt or 
decay, it is not obnoxious to ſuch diſſolution or death as 
the Body is ; and ſo the death of the Soul can be no cor- 
ruption or diſſolution of it, but a continuai dying, agony, 
ſtrugling with death,or ſuch an anguiſhing pain as we may 
conceive a Man feels when he isa dying, And this Fight, 
or Agony mult be, as I have ſaid, with Burning}; or with 
Fire : For every battel of men is with a confuſed noiſe, ana 
garments rolled in blood ; but this ſhall be with buruins, an, 
with fewel of fire, Ila. 9. 5. To which he adds, vey. 6. to 
ſhew us that this precedes the Baptiſm, or the New Birth 
of Water ; the Water-like Ch:1d is born, the Son of Man is 
itormed in the Virgin Soul of Man, and grows there, till 
ke becomes the wonderful mizhty God, and the Prince of 
Peace to him, Under the Law, all thoſe things that could 
abide the Fire, were purified by Fire ; and thoſe that could 
not bear 1t, were purified with Water ; to ſhew us what 
was tO be the true cleanſing of: the Soul ; whilit as yet, in 
this Body of Fleſh, under the Goſpel. And many of the 
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Fathers, to ſhew that this is no new DoCtrine, ſpeak at the 
ſame rate: Amongſt whom Ambroſiue, and Origen, 00 the 
firſt Chapter of Lewiticw, and Pal. 36. havelett us theſe 
Paſſages: Chriſtns , faith Ambrofius, baptizat 11 Spirity 
{antto C& izne, qui Spirits [aniti typus & tmago eft, & qui, 
ions inſtar, cor & animam fidelium inflammat, ut provet eos, 
ſceundum Apoſtolum , 1 Cor. 3, Nam weceſſe eft »t hog 
examen per ficiatur apud emnes qui redibunt in Paraaiſum. 
Oportet nos omnes, ſaith Origen, atque Paulum & Petrum, 
{who {aith, 1 Per.4.17. that the time was come, ( lince 
the Agony of Chriſt ) that the Saints were to be tried, 
and that this firy Tryal (which he calleth their jadgment) 
uſt begin firſ? at them, and at the whole houſe of God) 
intrave in talem purgatorium ignem : ſea omnes non eonem 
modo ac illi tranſtount : nam non omnes purgantur por 19nem 
qui exit de Altari,qui eſt ignis Domini : nan igmnis qui eft ex. 
tra Altare ( Altare antem eft Chriſtus qui mittis novis ighem 
Spiritus Santi ) non eſt ignis Domini ; [ed 1911s peregrinus 
in peccatorum cruciatam deſtinatus, qui nunguan extingute 
tur, © ub vermis qui rodit eos nunquam moritur. Nam poſte 
144m anima per miltitndinem malefattorum in fe cumulavit 
abiinaantiam peccatorim ; ita congreoatio malorum cum tems 
pore fermentat,ef 4 pena & ſupplicio interno flammam cons 
cipit ; fieuts corpus febrem ab exceſſu gule, aut aliarum ſuper- 
fluitatum ;, cum in memoriam revocare, & malefaZForum his 
Roriam retexere incipiet : que ip perpetiuns ſtimulus ernunt 

ad torquenadim : ſui ipfins accuſatrix erit, & teſtimonium aa- 

1 contra ſemetipſam, ut Apoſtolus, inquit a4 Rom 2. tuter 

fe invict'm accuſantibus, aut etiam defendentibus cogitationi- 

ous,in die qui judicshit Dominus occulta hominum. Sed 

Teremi.zr, Cap. 25. Loquitur depottone ir. Dei qu.c e/undetur, 

* quictuque de 1lla bibere non wolet, non purificabitur, Unade 

d!ſcrmns, inguit, quod ire Dei effuſio in torda (quam,amoris 

Det effuſio {equitur, Row. 5. 5.) facit cd purgationem ani- 
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mwarurm, Hzc ille. Whence we learn, that the Fire of 
God's wrath in the Soal, is both the Death of rhe Soul, 
or the Hell of the Wicked;and the Purgatory of the Souls 
of the Faithful ; of which he that will not drink, ſhall 
never be purified, and ſo ſhall never entep into the King» 
dom of God, Heby. 12. 14---13.11: and that this Firy 
Tryal is not ſo violent in ſome, to wit, that have led a 
holy Life before it, as in others that have Jed an ungodly, 
ſinful Life , whoſe multitude of fins kindic a greater Fer- 
mentation. Out of this the Church of Rome, that knows 
but the dead Letter of the Chriſtian Myſteries; and haih 
depraved them, to make a ſordid gain of them, hath drawn 
her Purgatory. And theſe things ſuffice,to prove that this 
dying by Fire, and this new Birth of Water, are the true 
and ohely way, or qzomedo of Wiſdom ; that is, how to 
obtain the Spirit that gives Wiſdom : without which, all 
the ſtudy tor Knowledge is but in vain : as they that ſce in 
ſeeing may find to be truein moſt of the Learned at the 
Schools: who never find any thiag beſides the Opinion they 
have at firſt received, tho it be never. {o Falſe; whereas a 
true Learned man, brixgs forth daily out of his ever-\pring. 
ing Well or Stock of Wiſdom, thinzs new and old, Matth. 
13.52 : and who, not only know not that theſe things 
are the true and dire& way to Wiſdom,but preferring their 
Darkneſs to Light, will not juſtifie or own this truth when 
told them; and will keep for all this ſucking the dry,empty 
Breafts of their old A/me Mater, (fo they call Academies } 
and fi//;vg thus more and more, as Eliphaz faith in Job 15.2. 
their Bellies with tbe Exft wind. 


But here I would not be underſtood, as if I meant that 
there is no Knowledge ar all of Natural Things, without 
this Death and this Birth : For ſurely there is a place for 
Gold, a vein for Silver, Iron aud Braſs, by Knowledge pot 
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without ſuch means as theſe, are molten out of therr Oar, 
Fob 28. 1,2, That is, an implicit Knowledge, in part,may 
be had from others in many things ; But where ſhall Wiſdom 
be found? It is not to be found 1x the Lana of the Living. 
ver. 12,13. Now Wildom, as I ſaid, is not a Knowledge 
in part, and of one part of the World , Enthufiaftically 
inſpired in our minds ; For in the caſe of Knowledge, which 
is a ſight of all the true Caules concurring in the pro- 
duCtion of ſuch EtteQ or Phenomenon, as is become the Ob- 
ict of a Man's Meditation, there can be no ſuch thing : 
Bur it is a Light ſhining or breaking out in the Mind, 
which, like a flaſh of Lightning, makes all thoſe things 
manifelt that we could not ſee before, though we were jult 
upon them, by reaſon of our ſtanding in the dark with 
them : {o that we can thereby ſce and perceive what things 
they are ; nay, read in them, and through them, by their 
out ward ſignature, per auid & guomodo, that is, in what 
manner and by what, they become ſuch ; provided we ſet 
upon the Contemplation of them. For, as the Flaſh makes 
not Men ſee what 1s out of their ſight, or what they look 
not upon, tho it ſhines through, and gives light over the 
whole Hemiſphere : So, tho the light of Wiſdom doth 
make all things maniteſt, and expoſe to our View the lud- 
den Caules of Thiags, yet it wil not in this Life make us 
underitand a Thing which we do not think upon ; and 


g on Cw ks a me Oe ned hd 


prompr us, on #{udden, with the full Knowledge of that ' 


which, perhaps, we never heard and conſider'd of before ; 
without we take it into ſerious conſideration, and medi- 


tate upon it, like 1/axc, by our ſelves, Gex. 24. 63. Albeit, ' 
after this Life, when Things ſkall be deliver'd from their ; 


Opacous Body, ( the Bondage of Corruption, which, by 
the Fall of Adam, they have been ſubjeRed to, Rom.8.20 ) 
into the glorious liberty of God's Children, ver. 21. (a 
through ſhining, tranſparent Body, which Men may ſee 
through, 
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through, and that ſteps the ſight no more ) we ſhall ſee all 
at one ſighr,and know every thing at firſt ſight,as we know 
one whom we are acquainted with, when we meet him 
Face to Face, 1 Cor. 13: 12. Sothat a brown ſtudy, ſearch- 
ing, and examining, riſing early, and watching at the Poſts 
of Wiſdom's doors, Prov. 8. 17, 34. is alfo neceſſary in 
this Life to get Wiſdom. 'o 99w5a vuic , It will kad you 
in the way, John 16. 13. implies, that a Man muſt walk to 
come to his Journies end, to wit, the Enowledge of Truth, 
But,th6 he ſhould walk never fo long,and hit the right way, 
and light upon Truth by Chance ; yet ſo long as he is 
blind, and beſjdes ſtands in the dark, he can by no means 
ſee it, and diſcern, when he ſees it, that it is what he looks 
for : andas he found it by chance, he goes from it, loſeth it 
as caſte as he found it, and keeps ſtill ſecking after, and yet 
never coming to any knowledge of it, 2 Tim. 3.7, For until 
it pleaſeth God to reveal his light in man, Gal. 1. 1 5, 16. Or 
to give him 3:«'voe, x Joh.5 20. a diſcerning Faculty,no 
Body can juſtify, or diſcern Truth, from Error and Falſe 
hood, and Opinion. Witneſs Pa+/, who though he was 
brought up in all the Learning of the Jews with Gamaliel, 
and was doubtleſs acquainted with that which the Chri- 
ſtians taught, at leaſt wherein they differ'd from the 
Dottrine of- the Jews, yet he underſtood it not, ( for he 
perſecuted them, and that out of Ignorance, 1 Tim.1.13.) 
till he received the Truth by the Revelation of Chrift, as he 
owns himſelf, Gal. 1.12. And no more do the Chriſtians 
of this Age underſtand it : whence every SeQ of them 
ſticks no leſs than the Twrks and theFews to their own way; 
(tho all but one, muſt be falſe ;) and have a ſtrong preju- 
dice againſt all other Parties: Or, if their Eye is fo ſingle 
as to liſten to others, they are tolſed to and fro by every 
wind of Doitrine, which ſome cunning Sophiſter, who is 
reputed Learned amongſt thoſe of his Party, maketh _—_ 
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ingly plauſible : being as much uncertain what to believe 
of either this new or their old Dottrine, as the Samaritay 
Woman was, When ſhe ſaid, Sir, Our Fathers worſhipped in 
this place, but you ſay that Jeruſalem #&« the place, Joh 4.19, 
that is as much as to ſay, Which mult I now believe,yours, 
or our Opinion ? For Believing depends upon the Under- 
ſtanding: Intelizere, faith one, being Ipſum credere : the 
underſtanding of Things being the Belief itſelt ; and the 
Belief or the Faith being an Underſtanding enlightned, an 
evidence of things to the Intellet, winch are not ſeen by 
the Eye, Hebr. 11.1, And this believing ot Things with- 
out any fight of them, becauſe we underſtand them ; as it 
conititutes a Man's blefſed ſtate or happinels : For b/eſſed 
7s he that hath not ſeen, and yet believeth, John 20. 29. So 
it makes up the firſt part of Wiſdom or Salvation,as is ſeen 
in the 10"? Page, by Wiſdom's Dehnition : Nay,fuch Faith * 
as this is, is called Wiſdom itſelf ; For this ſhall be your Wiſe | 
dom in the ſight of the Nations, Deut. 4.6, meaning to do | 
and pertorm thoſe Precepts we underſtand to be good for us | 
to keep ; Faith, like Wiſdom, being not perfected, but in 

the Att Therefore a Man muſt be made ſeeing and un- 
derſtanding ; his Eyes muſt be enlightned ; and the Light 
muft ſhine into the thick Darkneſs he ſtands 1n, before he 
can diſcern Truth from Opinion, and believe. And ( to 
come to the Thing I here chiefly aim at) as the Further he 
goes on, when he is in the right way, the Nearer alſo he 
draws towards his ſaid Journies end ; {o the more a Man 
goes on in the right way to Wiſdom, that 1s,in the ſaid dy- 
10g and Regeneration, the more he is made ſeeing, and the. 
nearer he comes to the bright Crown of Wiſdom : And 
if he can go thorow the whole courſe of this dying and 
Regeneration, he may obtain the whole Prize ; even the 
cloſed Crown of Wiſdom, laid up for ſuch, 2 7 :.4.8. For 
as there be ſeveral Manſions in the Fathers houſe, 4.1 4.2. 
that 
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that is, ſeveral degrees of Wiſdom, and of that which 
gives Wiſdom ( the Holy Ghoſt.) in the ſtate of Salva» 
tion : So there be (everal ſteps and degrees of the {aid 
Death and Regeneration: all which if a Man go through, 
and overcomes to the laſt of them, or the ſeventh time , he 
ſhall even ſit on Thrones, Ma#th. 19. 28. Rev. 3. 2. and 
ſhine forth as the Sun doth, Dey. r2. 3. Matth.13. 43. or 
be fall d, like St. Stephen, Afts 6. 1 5----7. 55. with the full 
Light of Wiſdom. But if he ſtops any where at any of 
thoſe degrees, he ſhall reach to no higher proportion of 
Light than what doth anſwer to that degree or ſtep which 
he did ſtop at, and ſhall have but a degree of Knowledge 
accordingly : nay, and no new Light at all,it he go up 
none of them. And in caſe he overcome but the firſt ſtep, 
and ſtop there, he ſhall get but ſuch glimpſe of Light, as 
will prove to him but an Ig Fatums, to lead him out of 
the way : For it will only make him capable 70 ery others: 
Rev. 2.2. And therefore to deſpiſe them, when he finds 
their Ignorance. And thereby make him the Man meant 
by the proud Phariſee , who falls upon the Shoulders and 
Vices of other People ; or elſe upoa nothing but Diſputes | 
about Opinions, inſtead of weeping over himſelf like the 
Publican, Which ts the Caſe of our Half-Enlightned Re- 
formed. Whom Princes cannot ſuffer; becauſe, as they ſee 
clearer than down-right ignorant People, ſuch as the 
Church of Rome is, they are more apt, than She is, to find 
Fault with the Conduct and Government of their Prigce; 
and being never awhit the better, or the mecker for this 
new encreale of Light, they become his Cenſurers, and fo 
very uneaſie, if not dangerous to him, that he is always 
ſtriving to remove and ſuppreſs them, or to-bring them 
again to their former Ignorance: which occaſions Diſquiet 
and Difcontent on both fides. - But againſt chis great Evil, 
thereis a ſure Remedy, which beciule it is the beſt and = 
chiste 
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chiefeſt in its kind,none of the State Phyſicians know more 
of it, than our ordinary Phyſicians do of the Great Elixir, 
or Arcanum in Phyſick. - Therefore learn of me, Princes, 
the beſt Rule of Politicks. If you will Reign quietly with 
Content and Happineſs, you mult help the Blind to fee,and 
the Pur-blind, and Blear-ey*d, to true Nlumination : And 
( ſecking the Kingdom of God, which is in the Light, Co- 
Zofſ. 1.12.) make your SubjeCts Prielts to God,bring them 
from their halt. witted {f2re of Illumination, to the perfeCt 
Noon-day, or th. full }.ight of Wiſdom : by diſcoun- 
tenancing all that which may keep them back from the 
Light and Knowledge which conſtitutes their Prieſthood, 
Mal.2. 7; And by encouraging the ſaid Mortitication,and 
the New Birth of Water, Righteouſneſs, and Holineſs, 
For then, as the firft degree of them doth procure no more 
but that mean degree of Light which ſerves but to make 
Men proud ; ſo the __ degree of this Regeneration 
will procure ſo much ot Light, as will make them all, like 
Chriſt, lowly, meek, and pacitick - and fo will ſecure the 
Peace of your Kingdom for ever. For then they will be 

ſubjei# to you for the Oath of God, Ecclel. 8. 2. Rom.13.2. 

And becauſe the Kingdom of God, which they will | 
ſeek, and not meddle or make with yours therefore, is not 
of this world. Fwelices Regiones ubi ſapientes regnant, & 
u2i Populi ipfe philoſophanter ! But unlucky Politicks, to go 
about ( as thoſe do, who promote the ignorant, blind way 
of the Church of Rome, and [o oppole God's Kingdom ) 
to ſave and keep your Kingdom,by thwarting his Intereſt, 
and diſobliging of him, by the Grace of whom alone you own 
to have received it, and hope to be maintained and conti- 
nued therein! The way to keep your Kingdom,1is the ſame 
aSto keep Life ; that 1s, by loſing of it, Marth. 16, 25. or 
by ſacrificing it daily to the Will of God ; ſeeking 'the 
Will, the Kingdom, and the Intereſt of God, and ſtriving 
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to promote it above all your Intereſt throughout all your 
Dominions, When Dvd ſought the Kingdom of God, 
and not his own Ends, » Saw. 6.22. his Kingdom was for 
ever eſtabliſhed unto him, chap. 7. 16. Whereas Sav/ loft 
his Kingdom by ſeeking his own Honour, and ftriving to 
preſerve it without regard to God's Will,1 $47.1 3.13,14--- 
15. 28,30. «And at laſt his great Head-piece, 4nſtead of 
the Majeſty-and Honour the ſought after, got him but an 
Aſſes head, chap. 16. 14, remembring his men no more, 
chap. 17. 58.'tho before he loved them, and was by them 
diverted, chap. 16. 21. Whereas when he went to work 
without any policy, ſought after Aſs ooly,he got a King- 
dom befides,and Honour,and Majeity :' and he might'have 
ſecur'd' it to him, and his forever , by ufing the '{ame 
method as he did when he got it; that is, by ſeeking till 
afrer-his'Fathers Aﬀes, or uſing an Aſinine,and a Dove-like 
Induſtry-and Prudence, Matth 10.16. without {cunning : 
or (as one that is employed by another in ſeeking)by being 
always ready to give him-what he hath found ;and'{o co 

yield up to God, who isthe Father of Kings, and by whom 
they are ſet up in this World to do hisWork;,all their King- 
dom, Power, Glory, and their Life itſelf. But the contra-« 
ry way, which is called in Scripture -the way of Jerobsam, 
ts ſo natural to Kings, that of- the 46 Kings who Reigned 
after P«vid over the twe Kingdoms of Judah and Iſrael, 
we find but One'in Seven avoided falling in it. And, is 
tempore ſuo dicetas 1/raeliyin{its time it ſhall be'told'the 

'true Tſrad! of God, how many ſuch Kings are found in the 

Chronicles of Exz /a»d, Numb. 23.23. For we-are 'not 

without hope charHis preſentMajeſtywill make one of that 


-Number 5 which God;-whoturneth the Hearts of Princes 
as He pleaſeth,. gram Him -in+ his great Mercy : or elſe 
there is but one Lawy'Efh 4, r1. the! Fate of FJeroboums 
follows :Jreubd.am's way'," fot yr - his Hiſtory was -not 
20120000 writ- 
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written in vain, Bat in vais i ſalvation hoped for from hill 
of Gold, and from numerow Armies, ſee Fer.3.23. and my 
Dedicatory Epiſtle to the late King , and Sir Waiter Raws 
leigh's Preface to his Hiſtory ; where I have read theſe 
words : Una dies, hora, momentum, evertendis dominationibm 
ſufficit, que ademantinis videbantur radicibus efſe firmate, 
What he that doth not ſee now to be true, is more than 
blind, or hath bcen tn a deep Sleep ever fince Ofober laſt, 


But, to conclude this Diſcourſe ; as by a thorow dying 
comes the full light of Wiſdom, ſo without dying in part, 
or ſome ſuch degree of true Mortifcation,as is the pricking 
of heart, or contrition, in the As 2, 37. (which the mo- 
dern French Prophets are gone through, as it appears by 
their printed Relation)there is nat any part of Wiſdom to 
be lookt for ; though a Man ſhould be taught of all the 
Learned in the World : but ſcraps of Learning enough ; 
and the vain deceit, whereof Gclofſ. 2. 8. to wit, Logical 
Sophiſms. Which is all I hereby underſtood,and nothing 


elle. 


The Application of this to Exg/azd, is not fo hard to do 
as the thing it ſelf, That which I make of it is this, to 
wit, this Doctrine muſt. be either true or falſe. If falſe, 
then God's Word is falſe ; for theſe things are verbatim, or 
almoſt verbatim» contained in the Scriptures ; this being 
but a kind of Parephraſis upon it : And Nature itſelf is 
falſe ; that is, not ſughas it is; for it works no other way 
in-the Regeneration-and Generation of Things-than. what 


| 


Ehave gdeſcrib'd :' Only, as natural Things, ſuch as Herbs | 


and Minerals, never fell from their Principle, that is, the 


ſame kind of 'Life they originally had, to. another worſe | 
\Pritgipſe, or kind of Life- pd Being: than their: own as _ 


dom didgthd they felwich 
} 


Wit" ruption, 


m under the bondage of cor. | 
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-uption, Rom. 8. 21. ( for neither the Corruption nor Exa 
altation of _ changeth their Kind or. Gea#s )- but 
live ſtill of the fame Life, and keep in the {ame Principle 
as they liv*d in from the firſt ; that is, in the Prineiple and 
Life of this outward World : ſo, they go not out of it into 
another new kind of Life, when they are by Art purified 
and exalted ) it may be abufively called Regenerated) and 
bezin not a-new Life, but og}y,ſave the old one made bet. 
ter and reformed; and therefure they need not go again 
thro the fierce Fire ( where all things generally begin 
their Life, and from whence they take the firit riſe of their 
Life, or their Original ) as the Seul of Man mult do, ( by 
reaſon that, as it fell from a whole Principle, or kind of 
Being, to another, that is, from the Divine Life in the Pric- 

Ciple of the Light, to this preſear beaſtly Life in the Prin= 

Ciple of this World ; it is not enough for it to have the old 

one mended ; it muſt begin a new one, and paſs from that 

it fell to, to that kind which it fell from ; whence: Repen- 
tance implies more than a bare Reformation, and mending 
of the old Life; for, to tell the truth of it,it 4s a new Crea- 
tion, P/al. 51. 10. Epheſ. 4. 24. ) But they may be more 
fitly purified and exalted by frequent Inhumations and 

Dippings in the water ; without perceptible heat; whictx 

inthe birth of Water cannot but be offenſive. For th6 the 

Chymiſfts calcine or burn their things with Fire, yet the 

Wiſemen ever did burn or calcige with Water : and they 

cry, tere, tere ; & imbibe, imbibe. - But when thisoutward 

Principle, the World, ſhall be totally deliver*d from the 

Bondage and Curſe of its Corruption, ( the denſity, com- 

panels, and hardneſs of its Body ) into the glorious li- 

berty of God's Children, ( a thin tranſparent Body ) and 

ſo ſhall paſs from this kind of Being to a new one, then it 
fhall again go thro the fierceneſs of the Fire; then the Ele- 


ments ſhall melt with fervent heat ſaith Peter,2.3,10.and the 
G 2 Earth 


| | F arth (hall be burnt up, and ſhall be, with the waters, red: 

| ced again mtoa gloriousQuinteſlence,on which the rant 
of the Lord-ſhall Band with ſongs, and with joy upon thein 
heads, Rev. 15- 2. Iſa, 35. 10, Matrh, 5, 5. 


1/12. 5+ , £ Ms there are three diftinitt kinds of Lives 
(146, 4 ave ſaid already in the Twelfth Page ) all crea» 
ted things live of , and are, as by ſo many Claſſes, di- 
ftingniſhed by , and comprehended under , 4s £ many Spe 
cies under their G2nus or Kind ; /o there be three ſeveral 
Principles, according to ſome, which give. all created things 
' their 'ſpecifick, Form of Life, and determingte all thaſe which 
ave within theiv Chaſſis, after their own Progerty, And they 
may well be called Principles , ſo long as all things have their 
. Life in and from them, and ſo long 4' theſe three Lives are 
the Original Being or State, things fell in, or b:took, themſelves 
unto from. their firſt Original :3 The firſt ts the Fire Life, or the 
Prikcipte of *Fere ; common 't(6.-all wing things, forafmuch at 


Life;, bus proper 'to' the Devils, and the dan:d Souls only + 

The fesonid us the Divine Life,or Principle of the Light qwheres 

 3ntbe Angels, and Men + perfected, and mgde goed, Gen, 

11, 34. #u from, which both of them fell, Jug. ver. 6. 1d is 

preper ouly to the inf ea Angels, ahd the Souls of the' Faith > 

ful. © The third # this ont ward Life , or the Principle of this 

'' World; where alt things tive inthe Air of the Spirit which comes 

| - | down from the Heauent intait : and is proper to the Reaſts,and 
'%. i 180 theipreſent Bady of, | Many and to all thiſe things which live 
j.:. $18; $,a4d Frome s bu. became accidenial. to Men, by .7euyor 

'1 1:1 -thate be, fell | inta nt, as was ſaid.: And the firſt is aſcribed to 
TE Goa ihe Father 'of Life, as being but 'a burning, ſharp, fee, 
atid obſcure Fire, without the Light of the Son : The ſecond to 
God the Soy, as being the Light of Life, that ſweetneth' aid 
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they all Yaks From them the Original and ths firſt Riſe of their * 
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perfefts it : and the third and laſt of them to God the Holy Spie 
rit, as being the Conveyer and the Refreſher of Life, SI 
brings Life, ard preſerves it ; and that preceeds, like the Air, 
from the Fire, and the Light of the Father and the Son. ] 


For, to enlarge upon this, when God created the world, 
or (to make the word Create ſomewhat more intelligible) 
did make himſelf manifeſt, he maniteſted himſclf ſuch as 
he is in himfeli; that is, by a Trinity in Unity, Fire, Light, 
and Spirit, in one Being. . Therefore he made three Spring 
Heads, or Prineiples of all Things, three Throne-Anzels 
with their Wo;lds. AMichae/, the mighty ſtrong Prince, 
after the fierce Nature and Property of Fire : Lucsfer, the 
lovely, the bright, and molt glorious Prince, aftcr the plea+ 
fant nature and property ot the Light : and Ur:el, the 
Well-doer, or the Introducer and Conveyer of the Light, 
or of all, the. pleaſantneſs and good that comes from. the 
Light , after the beneticent Nature. of the Holy Ghoſt : 
each one a diſtinct Principle,and all the three together ma- 
King up one Unity, or total Being, like God ; ro wit, the 
iaviſtble and intelligible World ; and comprehending in 
them-the whole Creation of God; and each of them con- 
liſtingot Fire, Light, and Spirit. For, as the end of Na- 
ture, 'aljzs of the Naſciture ( Manifeſtation } of God, 
was to communicate his S»m mm Benum ( Himielt) to 
all created Beings, his Willand Purpale was not thatthe 
Pringiple of Fire, Evil, ſhou'd predominate, and-{ubſilt- in 
any thing by itfelf withour-the Light, but thar the Lighr 
ſhould take place,and the Angels wich their Worlds ſhould 
become {uth as God 1s, a moſt joyful Being, and a pleaſant 
Paradile, Theretote , tho. God:created each in a diſtin& 
Principle; yer he made each of them ; | that 1s Michae!, as 
wellias Vrze/ and Lucifer, taconlitt of thoſe three things; 
and.to pals immediately from the Fire to the Light ; _ - 
| en 
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ſend forth or exhale ( like the Sun ) out of himſelf a Spt- 
rit into his Sphere, to vivify, and to teed and ſuſtent it all 
over. Upon which, ſaith 7riſmegif, Omnia lux fuerunt, 
wel in lumen converſa, jucundum & ſuave nimiun Spettacn- 
lum ! For God is light, and in him there is no darkneſs at 
all, x John 1.5. And all things had for ever continued in 
this ſame ſtate, if Lucifer, who being the moſt glorious of 
the threc, had not admired himſelf, and inftead of loving 
and admiring God for it, and of ſeeking God's Kingdom 
and Glory more than his own, falPa in love with his own 
ſelf ; whence he ( as a Mann love doth, by his longing, 
attract what he loves into himſelf, and bs Soul, ſaith the 
Scripture, 2 $4. 13. 39. doth, as it were, iſſue out, or go 


forth tojoin with it ) drew himſelf into himſelf ; and by 


the aſtringency of his Luſt or Deſire, ( for Lult or Deſire 
is aftringent and attraCtive) filling, or impregnating, and 
offuſcating himſelf; as one that dotes upon that which he 
toves, whether it be Man, Woman, Gold or Silver, cannot 
receive in his mind any other thing but that; his mind runs 
upon nothing but his beloved treafure ; and is wholly taken 
up withit ; Matth:6.21. he becomes penfive, and as it were 
overcaſt with a thick Cloud or dark Miſt ; ſo he was offu(- 
cated, and became cloudy and dark ; and as the more he 
luſted and drew, the more and thicker the Clouds did ga- 
ther and grow, whereby a Heat and Burning was excitated 
in him, and he was reinflamed; as it doth happen to 
thoſe who having kept their Luſts a good while under 
Hatches, break out into the more violent heat and paſſion ; 
and to a wet heap of Hay,Fruits, Flowers,and other things, 
which are apt to ferment, and to grow hot of themſelves, 
by reaſon that the Yapor or the Cloud that comes from 


them, during their Fermentation , y kept within | 
terence of its | 


the heap (by the Contiguity and Co 
parks, which aftords no paſſage or way for Tranſpiration) 
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grows there thicker and thicker. And withall he fer 
his Sphere ( which being a. thin Matter, was as apt 
as any Smoke is, to take Flame) on Fue: where- 
by the Matter thereof ( which was very thn and 
ſubtle) was concoted and hardned, its looſe parts were 
compacted into a cloſer Texture and Conliitence than be- 
fore ; and ſome of them were hardned and coagulated in+ 
to Earth, Stones, &-c. by the ſtrong aſtringency of his ſharp 
auſtere Fire : as you ſee that,of Water ({ which is an Air, 
or rather a thin Vapor condenſed ) is made an Ice, and an 
Oil: the Ice, for want of a hear able to melt or thaw it, is 
hardned into Chryftal ; the Oil, ___—_ concottion, be- 
comes a Salt and an Earth ; and this Earth, by a ſtrong 
heat, is hardned into a Brick : and that thus out of the 
Clouds , by the Fire that breaks out of them , and com- 

aQts the thin and moſt earthy parts of them, into a hard 
Lang or Stone, Thunderbolts are. produced. By. which 
means Lucifer*s Sphere, ( which & this viſible World, for 
he is ſtill Prince of it, Job» 12. 31.) and with it all the 
Concretes,became palpable or tangible :. Thus this world 
was created ;: a third Principle produced ; thus the Prin- 
ciple of Fire. came 10. be, creagurely; and thus: Evil begun 
and ſubſiſts now in the world; Andes rwvrfibuls, this world 
was thus made viſible : that isafterithe Light wasimade to 
ſhine-in it again. For vatil it pleaſed God to reveal his-Light - 
therein,Ga/.1.16, there was nothing but. a ſharp,dark,grim, 
auſtere Face over, and through the whole Deep or Sphere; 
Unbre hoxrends mortis ; and, an inflamed Devil;- burmog 
very terribly, 'and: furiouſly formangs and caſtuzg hisf 
darts or flames into allits parts; and as far as God'himſelt, 
But then God ( whoſe Nature, Will,Power, and: A&;'\is 
bur-one and rhe-ſamehing at all-zimes ) rchitiag Ut | 
Nature; which:is the Sammie Boyam, che oppolite' Pit, 
Nature, and Poweo1of :biucifer; made 'rhevLaght :( «which 
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is the end:of Nature ) 'to' overcome; 'to/ thaw this if 
frozen World; wndto ſprins a 'fecond time, even through 
-this Death and Hell;into-a new Paradiſe; and: groruy *it 
again by caſting our 'the Prince of-rhis world, Join rt, 
28, 31. 1ato his darkneſs, or dark Fire'fo9r ever, 2 Per. 2 4, 
becauſe he was the Author of ſuch Fire in Nature, and nad 
changed the Pulchrum and the Bozwuwm of the Light, the 
good - and the delightſom, into-darkne(s-and evil ; and by 
deſtroying the Light,had killed 'God in himſelt. For-G2d ts 
the Light, that is, the good -and the bliſs of Lite, who, by 
living in Angels and Men; makes 'them live happy ;- and 
therefore when they kill him, as do all '/thoſe'that put out 
their Light, that is, fall again when they have been enlights | 
ned, Heby, 6.6.' henever:more lives in' them ; and they | 
liveno'more;-but die, laying in'a continual horror , dark: 
neſs and anguiſh. Thus;as Lec#fer-had been, by re-kindlin 

his Fire, the .U7/g2#atqr,.or the: occational cauſe of 'this d 
Principle/the. World ſo, God, by.opening again the Prin: | 
Ciple of iLight therein, created and perfected the-lame into * 
a Principle; whbichowas mixtas itis:now, that is, did par: | 
take of both Principles:pf-.good :anid'. evil :: whereof the 
'Trese/of. Knowledge in'theawdtt of the Garden was a- Sa 
crament or, \Sign:uwhat:wo pther Tree that grew in the 
lame Garden be;beoauſe they fprung/like Adam from 
the Principle of the Liphs, which-made the Garden to. be | 
Egey, or. 4 Parddife.. . v1; oe - 2. z 3 
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It wouldnt ibeactiiſs eo ſhew: bere,: (:x ) that-adar | 
Was creatediin that Prancipte, and»mate:a ſecond. Anget | 
inthe ſtead of: Lacifer - - (2); That: he.-fell from- it by | 
luſting and aucaRiag, lling,durlefig, callacaicy of him- | 
Felt, like Zatifer, til his own Light grew ſo-weak and faint | 
thaphe- fel-aſleep: «(> That-it- was this mix World | 


wluch he thus luſted after;iraginiog into,and leoking:back | 
+ into | 
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into that ont of which he was taken, Gew. 2. 7, like Lor's 
Wife into Sogom, inftead of looking Exzffmerd,or forwards, 
towards the light, all the time he was tempted ; upon 
which he fell 9 ( 4 ) That upon the biting and ſwal- 
lowing of the Apple, he was feized upon, invade and in- 
eted by the Four Elements, which ſtamp, per cont atturr, 
their mark and badge upon him, as doth the longing Mo- 
ther upon the Fruit in her womb, cloathing him over 
with this rough, hairy , beaſtly, or elementary Body ;; 
what they could not have done clic, having no power art all 
over him before cating: whereby he became of 1/ ( the 
Divine Man, in the Light } Adam, (the dark,cloudy Man) 
from x7 a Miſt, or a Cloud; not from Adamah, the 
Earth, as our Wiſemen- make ir ; for Adamah itlelt is de- 
rived from Aden, as being his Azemah,or the thing Adam 
dwelt on. And which elemeatary Body is cut oft from 
him, aever to return, or riſe again, as the Divines teach ; 
becauſe the Elements themſelves, from whence it proceeds, 
ſhall paſs away for ever, 2 Pet. 3.10: and as it is what 
kills him, Rom.7.24. and makes him a fallen Man, a Man 
of Sorrows and Grief ; wretched, dark, and cloudy ; he 
mult be delivered from it, and from its bondage, into the 
glorious Liberty of God's Children, to be happy, or ſaved. 
x Cor. 6.13. (5, ) That in the cos! of the day, that is,after 
the fierceneſs of his burning was over,Gez. 3.8.when he was 
come to the ſtate, or the new birth of water,he heard God 
ſpeak, and promiſe to him and to' his Children, (tothe end 
God's Will might ſtand and prevail againft the Gates of 
Hell , and the Devil's Will ) the Light, Chriſt, the third 
Angel. Who ſhould bring again to him Life and Im» 
mortality, 2 Tim. x. 10. and reftore this corrupted 
hard bound World to its former liberty, the clear bright- 
neſs it enjoyed before the Fall, or kindling of Luctfer. 
What he might have fome hopes - ; whereas T_— 
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hath none ; becauſe thd6 he had Killed Ged in him, like 
Lucifer , that is, put out his own Light, yet he was 
not the Author of the Evil in Nature ; had not infefted 
the world, and brought corruption 1n it ; but, on rhe con. 
trary , the world had infected him, when he taſted of the 
Apple, and received into him the Sacrament of the Tre, 
or Fruit of Good and Evil, as being a mixture of both 
theſe, and out of which his Body was cxtracted, Gey. 2. 7, 
whereby he had that in him which drew him, and made 
him apt to luſt and long after it. But theſe things are too 
prolix ; and therefore to make at once an end of this Di- 
orefſion, and reaſſume the Diſcourſe of our Application,] 
lay. thus : 

But if wlat IT did ſpeak of be true, how many are 
miſtaken, who, doubtleſs, think otherwite * And is it not 


the Duty of them that are in power, both to believeit! 


themſelves, and to uſe the means proper to make'others 
believe it ; and to prepare themſelves,and become capable 
and fit for the Birth of the Spirit ? To whichiend, Is not 
reading the Bible to be promoted ; and therefore learning 
to read to be by Law enjoined ? And {oſhould not an Al 
he made to 0.-lige all People, both Men, Women,ard Chil. 
dren in the Land, tolearn to read ; and to read the Bible 


at home every Sunday at leaſt : and to appoint ſome godly} 


diſcreet Men in each Pariſh,to go from Houle to Houle Cx 

techizing, and ſeeing whether every one reads, and under- 

ſtands what he reads * For why ſhould not Exg!and be- 

comea Kingdom of Prieſts ? Why ſhould they nor hear 

themſelves God ſpeak to them by that Voice which inſpi- 
red the Penmen of Scripture, 1 Per.1.21. out of Scripture, 

: the Voice that ChriR's Sheep hear beſt, John 10. 27. what 
- they cannot hope to do, whiPſt they run from Church to 
Church, ftealing every one God's woras from his Neighbours 

mouth, Jer. 23: 30. and follow after itrangers, John 4 
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ſuch as are thoſe that know Chritt no better than their 
Shepherds. I am very confident ,that as the Negle& of 
this is Prima Mal: Labes; or the Original Cauſe of the 
Smoke of Popery, Fumnus ab aqsi/onr, the North is over- 
ſpread , I/a. 14. 31. and of rhe preſent darkneſs and 
Ignorance of Godin Exzland and in Ireland ; 1o it is the 
only means to prevent all Popery, and to make of Zx2laud 
a holy Royal Prieſthood, x Pe#.2. 5,9 And what if it ſhould 
follow from hence, that the rop of the Shepherd's Carmel 
doth wither, and their Habitations mourn, Amos 1,2, and 
are leſt them deſolate. *Tis but'what muſt come to paſs, if 
the words of Chriſt betrue, Mzth.23.38. and it will alſo 
follow that Zfoz, or the true Church, ſhall bloſſom, and bud 
again, and take root, and fil with fruit the face of the Engliſh 
world, Iſa. 27.6. and then their Habitations may become 
that which they were at the firſt intended for ; Houſes for 
pious Uſes, for Charity,and good Works ; to entertain the 
poor , lame, and decrepit Seamen 1n : who ſtand more in 
need of it, and deſerve it far better than the dumb, lazy 
Shepherds; as keeping the Flack ater in its Folds, than 
thoſe Armies that make the Folds deſolate, Luke 21, 20. 
But what would become of 'us ? 'What' would at laſt be- 
come of a Flock without Shepherds ? To this I reply, Firſt, 
When Men ate all taught of God, they negd mo other 
Teacher : and they may be taught of him, by reading of 
the Scriptures, as well as I have 'been, who read no other 
Book of Divinity but that, and'was never taught any Di- 


- vinity in my Life. Secondly, As I vrant that all are nor 


taught of God, ſo you grant,l ſuppole, that however there 
will be ſome that ſhall be taught of him;who would be able 
to teach others,and very ready,becauſe they had it freely;to 
give it again freely, or to teach-without reward; Mat: 10 7. 
What,as the Times go now,the Shepherds canhot'well do; 
for they þuy it, pay tor it,nay, roy give great Rates for n | 
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the Church of Saris paid dear for an Aﬀes head,2 Xzay 
6. 25. Thirdly, No Kingdom is like a Flock without! 
Shepherd : for it hath always Rulers able to keep good Q 
ders, to encourage. Virtue, to puniſh and repreſs Vice, an 
to compel Men to live within the Bounds of Juſtice,andt 
common Honefty. And this comes nearer to true Rig 
tcoulneſs, and to the true Worſhip of Gol in Spirit, t 
when they are permitted to walk after their own Luſt 
provided they go to Church ta mumble, and to hear othe 
mumdbling over their Prayers, Mat. 15.8. For when Met 
live Righreoutly, they are fitted thereby for the birthg 
the Spirit, As 10. 35+. and to be met with by it, 1/4.64.g 
and by that knowledge of God,es brings chem eternal, ar 
alſo temporal Lifc,and Healrh,and Felicicy, Joſb.1.8. Dent, 
28. Matth, 19. 29. Whereas when they are ſuffer'd ti 
give way to ail their Luſts , as they are now in England 
God meets them with nothing elſe than the Smoke that atx 
{ſeth out of the bottomleſs Pit, and, with the Locuits,: 
breeds, whoſe Faces or Appearance are like the Faces © 
Men, and whaſe ſhapes are like unto Horſes prepared 
Battel, Rom.1,21.Rev.9g.2,3,7.that is, with the Ly Tr 
a2bominable Armies of old and new Popery, and with Div 
fions and Wars. The Hugnenots,W aldenſes,and all theEaſte 
Churches have vaniſhed in their time, and made room fe 
other Seds. And ſo will, I am afraid, the Proreflants 1 
England, except they mend,and return to the ancient Chrh 
Rian way ; which ts their only ſure ground for a laſtin 
Settlement and Union amongſt themſelves. For the Axt 
is already laid to the Root of their Tree : God hath beg 
itin France: and continues 1n Jreland : and he will finifh 
his work: in Enz/eme, and other parts of the North, exce 
they do prevent him by Repentance. Which God grant 
is the Prayer; andthe main Defiga of the Author in this 
Writing, - © 1 ;F 
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